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Supreme Court Judgment –
Consequences for Unborn Child and
response of Abortion Supervisory Committee
In November 2012 Right to Life presented the Abortion
Supervisory Committee [ASC] with a submission outlaying
the expectations of our Society as a consequence of the
judgment of the Supreme Court of the 9th August 2012. The
judgment was in respect to the recently completed judicial
review of the performance of the ASC.
The ASC responded on the 10th December advising that the
Committee does not propose to make any enquiries of certifying
consultants as to the manner in which they are authorising abortions
on the grounds of mental health. The Committee intends to continue
to make enquiries of all certifying consultants at the time of the
annual reappointment of consultants. Other enquiries will continue
to be made as issues arise. Right to Life and our counsel Peter McKenzie QC are disappointed in the Committee’s
response to what we believe are the clear directions of the Supreme Court to the Committee to question consultants
on the manner that they authorise 98 per cent of abortions on mental health grounds. This ground is being used
by consultants to provide abortion on demand as previously stated by Dr Christine Forster, a previous chairperson
of the Committee in November 2000. Right to Life is awaiting further advice from our counsel on our next course
of action. This matter is not over yet and it may be necessary to have the judgment upheld with justice for our
unborn children by returning to the Court. The following is the submission made to the ASC;
Right to Life shares the desire of the Committee to have the abortion laws upheld as intended by Parliament.
We wish to submit the following submission to your Committee for their consideration in the hope that it will
be of assistance. The submission is confined to the consideration of paragraphs 39, 45 and 46 of the judgment
of the Supreme Court.
[39] It is noticeable immediately that the three paragraphs of s 14(1) are cast in very general terms, which is
consistent with the view expressed in Wall v Livingston that the Committee’s
responsibility is for general oversight only. Para (a) requires it to keep under
review the provisions of the abortion law, that is, ss 10–46 of the Act and
the Crimes Act provisions on abortion. But it must also keep under review Supreme Court Judgment –
Consequences for Unborn Child and response
the operation and effect of those provisions in practice. So it must inform of Abortion Supervisory Committee
1, 3
itself about how the Act is operating in practice in the general run of cases. Planned parenthood Discards ‘Pro-choice’ Lie 2
Committee’s reports - Abortion laws
Is practice consistent with those provisions? Under para (i) it must do what Previous
not being upheld as Parliament intended
3-5
is reasonable and practical to ensure the consistent administration of the Family Planning Declares War on Women
6-7
abortion law throughout New Zealand. If it finds that the Act is operating Family Life International - Colleen Bayer Dame in the order of St Gregory the Great
7
unevenly, as it might be if, for example, there were a marked divergence in Abortion
Destroys Fatherhood
8
the numbers of abortions relative to population levels in particular places, Prayer Vigils save lives
9
and that appeared to result from differing practices in those places, the Report from Pro-Life Hawkes Bay
10
Committee’s function would be to try to eliminate or reduce the divergence. Right to Life - Complaints in defence of life
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Planned Parenthood, the
major abortion provider in
the United States, informed
a carefully selected media
conference on 9th January
that the Association was
abandoning the label “Prochoice” As the leader of the
pro-death movement in the
United States it is expected
that the abortion movement
will follow suit.
This dramatic move is a further retreat by the pro-abortion movement
that has been losing the battle for the minds and the hearts of the people
since the notorious Roe Wade decision of the Supreme Court in the United
States 40 years ago.
The label supports a culture of death with the false and dangerous term
“a woman’s right to choose.” We do not have a right to kill another person.
It is always wrong to kill the innocent. A woman has an absolute right not
to get pregnant but when she is pregnant she does not have the right to
kill her child in the womb. In the biblical book, Deuteronomy it says, “I
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life
that your children may live.” As a society, we must do all we can to help
women choose life for their children.
Planned Parenthood has realised that the term “pro-choice, a woman’s
right to choose” is not resonating with the public who are increasingly
recognising that it is just not true. We knew it was not true, they knew it
was not and now society at large knows that it is not true. It is a monstrous
lie that has contributed to pain and suffering, for millions of women
throughout the world and to the killing of innocent and defenceless unborn
children. Never before in the history of mankind has such a blatant lie
been the cause of such misery and destruction.
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“Woe to you
if you do not
defend life”
John Paul II

“I have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses.
Now choose life
that your children may live.”
Deuteronomy 30: 15-20

The slogan “a woman’s right to choose” was invented in 1969 by Dr Bernard
Nathanson, a prominent American abortionist and founder of the National
Association for Repeal of Abortion Laws. He later had a conversion and
actively defended the right to life of the unborn when he saw on an ultrasound screen an unborn child with its mouth open in a silent scream,
struggling to stay alive in the midst of an abortion. Dr Nathanson later said
that he always knew that the slogan and many others were lies.
The historic move by Planned Parenthood is a victory for a culture of life
over a culture of death.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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The additional words in s 14(1)(i) (“and to ensure the effective operation of this Act and the procedures
thereunder”) seem to us merely to underline what the Committee should in any event endeavour to do in this
regard. Under para (k) the Committee must report annually to Parliament on how, in its view, the abortion law
is operating in practice. That would include passing on to Parliament any conclusions which the Committee
has reached as a result of inquiries made in pursuance of its other functions.
[45] As we have said, the Committee can make generalised inquiries, including the seeking of information from
consultants about how they are undertaking, across their caseload, under the Act the making of diagnoses of the
mental health of women presenting for abortion authorisations. The Committee could, for example, ask about
the use of particular diagnostic criteria or techniques by a consultant across the run of his or her caseload. If
such generalised inquiries were to reveal matters, which led the Committee to believe that a consultant held
views on abortion, which are incompatible with the tenor of the Act, it could be expected to consider whether
to renew his or her appointment and, in an extreme case, it might well think it appropriate to exercise its discretion to make an immediate revocation of an existing appointment. It could also communicate its concerns
about whether a consultant may have been authorising abortions inconsistently with the abortion law to the
Health and Disability Commissioner and the medical disciplinary authorities.
It should obviously consider exercising those powers of revocation and referral whenever it has reason to believe that a consultant may not have acted in good faith.
[46] We would go further. The Committee not only has the power to make generalised enquiries of the kind
we have described but, in fulfilment of its functions of keeping under review the operation of the provisions of
the abortion law (under s 14(1)(a)) and of ensuring consistency of the administration of that law throughout
New Zealand (under s 14(1)(i)), it ought to make such inquiries from time to time – but not on the basis of
individual cases. Although, like the Court of Appeal majority, we are not in a position to express a concluded
view, it does seem from the material before the Court that the Committee has not been making inquiries of
this nature because it has believed that it lacked the power to do so. If that is the position, then the Committee
has not fully appreciated the breadth of its functions and powers in this respect.

Previous Committee’s Reports –
Abortion Laws not being upheld as Parliament intended
Your Committee would be aware that since the appointment of the Committee in 1978, a number of Committees
have reported to Parliament in their annual report, their concern that the law was not working as was intended
by Parliament. In your Committee’s report for 2000 it stated, that the
procedures for the carrying out of abortions required by the Act;
“are not being followed as the law intended” and that:
“… it is also misleading that 98.2 per cent of abortions have to be granted
under Mental Health provisions.”
The Committee in its report to Parliament in 1988 stated:
“If abortion is abhorrent to the majority of our thinking population,
then the emphasis should be on education aimed at achieving a
higher proportion of planned pregnancies than perpetuating the
present unwieldy system of authorising termination of potentially
normal pregnancies on pseudo-legal grounds.”
Dr Christine Forster, previously chairman of the Committee, stated in a
Dr Christine Forster,
leading article in the Sunday Star Times on 5 November 2000:
“… we do essentially have abortion on demand or request, however
you like to put it …certainly in the main centres, in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch, if a woman
wants an abortion I think she will get one. I think people are fitting the grounds to the woman.”
Dr Forster was a very experienced member of the Committee having served as chairman for eight years from June
1993 to August 2001. She regularly visited the main abortion facilities and met with the certifying consultants and
operating surgeons. Dr Forster was very qualified to make such an authoritative statement. In 1996 she represented
the Committee before a Parliamentary Select Committee. In my presence the chairman of the select committee,
Alec Neal MP asked Dr Forster why 98 per cent of abortions were authorised on mental health grounds, Dr Forster
replied, “ in order to provide abortion on demand”
Do you know that Right to Life has run a website for over ten years?
Visit us at www.righttolife.org.nz to keep up to date with all the latest Pro-life news from
Right to Life and around New Zealand and the world
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Abortions Authorised for Socio Economic Reasons and
Nursing Staff object to assisting in abortions authorised
for social reasons
Auckland District Health Board
A February 2003 briefing paper to the Auckland
District Health Board, from its Community and Public
Health Advisory Committee, discussed the provision
of second trimester (limited to women who were 13
to 20 weeks pregnant) abortion services and noted:
“In addition, we informed the Minister (of Health) that
she should be aware that clinical staff are reluctant to
perform second trimester abortions, particularly social
terminations.”

Canterbury District Health Board
Dr M.G.Laney, Clinical Director of Gynaecology Services
at Christchurch Women’s Hospital, sent a letter dated
10th May, 2001, to Christchurch and Canterbury GPs,
advising of problems with late referrals:
“A higher than acceptable percentage of patients
are being referred late, when the pregnancy is
quite advanced. These women are more difficult to
operate on and some are too advanced and require
prostaglandin termination of pregnancy (PGTOPS).
This is an unpleasant procedure for staff and patients
alike.
“As a result of the increased number of PGTOPS that we
are being asked to carry out, we are losing competent
and highly regarded nursing staff. They find that they
cannot cope with these PGTOPS, particularly when
done for non-medical reasons.”

How Royal Commission saw Child
The Royal Commission on Contraception Sterilisation
and Abortion in its report to Parliament in 1977 stated
that it accepted evidence from international experts that
human life begins at conception. “The unborn child, as
one of the weakest, the most vulnerable and most
defenceless forms of humanity, should receive
protection.” It said that the child from implantation
has a status which entitles it to preservation and
protection. From implantation to birth, the report said,
changes in the unborn child are of a developmental
nature only. Between implantation to birth there is no
point when the status of the child changes from being
non-human to human. The Commission said the right
to life is a sacred principle of civilisation

Abortion – Crimes Act
The killing of an unborn child is a serious crime under
Part VIII of the Crimes Act, Crimes Against the Person.
Under section 183, Procuring abortion by any
means, everyone is liable for imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 14 years for procuring a miscarriage of
any woman or girl.

Under section 187A the killing of an unborn child is
excused if the person doing the act has honest belief
in one of the grounds listed. The law does not permit
abortions to be authorised for socio-economic reasons
nor does it provide for abortion on request or demand,
such abortions are unlawful. They constitute a violation
of the inalienable right to life of the unborn child and a
violation of the right of the mother to have protection for
her health and welfare. The Committee reports that 98
per cent of abortions are authorised on the grounds of
mental health. It is our belief on the evidence that these
abortions are authorised for socio economic reasons
masquerading as psychiatric on healthy women with
potentially normal pregnancies.

Supreme Court Judgment
and duties of the Abortion
Supervisory Committee
The judgment of the Supreme Court presents the
Committee with the challenge and the opportunity to act
to protect women and their unborn from the violence
of unlawful abortion. It is our view that this may be
achieved by holding certifying consultants accountable
for the abortions that they authorise on mental health
grounds. We respectfully request that the Committee
implement the following recommendations:

Rights of Unborn Child
The long title of the
Contraception Sterilisation
and Abortion Act reads, “… that
abortions may be authorised
only after full regard for the
rights of the unborn child. “It
is clear that it was the desire of Parliament in passing
the Act in 1977 that the rights of the unborn child should
be at the forefront of certifying consultants when giving
consideration to authorising the killing of an unborn
child who is the weakest and most defenceless member
of our human family. The Committee reports that the
rate of approval for abortions in New Zealand is 98
percent. This statistic suggests that many consultants
have little regard for the right to life of the child. Our
Society believes that the Committee should:
· Include information on the certificate completed by
certifying consultants as to the fundamental issue
of the absolute requirement of consultants to give
serious and full regard to the rights of the unborn
child before authorising the death of the child.
· That certifying consultants be required to show
in their notes of the consultation with a woman
seeking an abortion that the rights of her child
have been discussed with the woman.

www.righttolife.org.nz
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Record Keeping –
Certifying Consultants

Code of Health and Disability
Services

The Health and Disability Commissioner, Ron Patterson
provided the counsel for Right to Life with an affidavit
dated 9 February 2000. The Commissioner was
concerned that some certifying consultants were
simply referring in the prescribed form to “mental
health“ with no diagnosis shown or what constituted
“serious danger” to her mental health. In February
2000 and April 2000 the Commissioner recommended
that the Committee issue guidelines for the assistance
of consumers and the profession in interpreting the
grounds for an abortion and in relation to record
keeping by certifying consultants and advice on the
woman’s right to request an interview, the nature of the
second consultant’s involvement and information on
counselling. The Committee relying on Wall v Livingston
stated that it would be inappropriate for it to issue such
guidelines.

The Code of Health Rights imposes serious duties on
certifying consultants and the operating surgeon. Right
6, Right to be fully informed
Duty of Committee to Enquire
The Supreme Court in paragraph 45 states that “the
Committee could, for example, ask about the particular
diagnostic criteria or techniques by a consultant across
the run of his or her caseload.” If these enquiries
revealed that the consultant had views that were
incompatible with the Act, it could revoke the existing
appointment or refuse to renew it. Where abortions
were being authorised contrary to the abortion law
the matter could be brought to the attention of the
Health and Disability Commissioner and the medical
disciplinary authorities.
It is the opinion of this Society that the enquiries
proposed by the Supreme Court be comprehensive and
thorough. It is contended that the Committee could
delegate responsibility for making these enquiries to the
licence holders of abortion facilities. Licence holders are
well placed to check certificates authorising abortions,
peruse the patient notes of consultants and question
consultants about their diagnostic criteria after an
abortion has been completed.

Conclusion
Associate Professor A.I.F. Simpson, Clinical Director,
Auckland Regional Forensic Psychiatry Service University
of Auckland was requested by your Committee in 2006
to provide an opinion regarding the interpretation of
the term “Reactive Depression” within the context of
section 187A of the Crimes Amendment Act 1977.
He stated that consultants should be encouraged to
use the diagnosis “major depressive episode” and
“adjustment disorder with depressed mood” and
to state the severity of the patient’s condition is of
such a degree as to constitute a serious danger to the
patient’s physical or mental health for the purpose of
section 187A.
We submit that the following action be implemented
when certifying consultants authorise an abortion on
the grounds of mental health:
· Record on the certificate authorising an abortion
the diagnosis eg, adjustment disorder with
depressed mood.
· Record the symptoms of the condition that led
to the diagnosis and the time taken to reach the
diagnosis.
· State the severity of the patient’s condition is such
a degree as to constitute a serious danger to the
patient’s physical or mental health for the purposes
of section 187A.

It is always wrong to kill the innocent. The
unborn child is the weakest and most defenceless
member of the human family. Abortion is part of
a culture of death, is the ultimate in child abuse
and it is not a health service. It is a tragedy that
it is a core health service funded and sanctioned
by the government. Women, often abandoned by
the father of their unborn child, are the second
victims of abortion.
Our Society is encouraged by the positive
directions contained in the above paragraphs
of the judgment of the Supreme Court and
trust that this submission will receive your
Committee’s highest consideration.
We would be grateful if you would advise us of
what action your Committee proposes to take in
response to the judgment and the frequency of
the enquiries to be made of certifying consultants
as to the manner in which they are authorising
abortions on the grounds of mental health.
We appreciate the challenges faced by your
Committee in implementing the directions given
in the judgment and assure your Committee
of our best wishes as they seek to fulfil their
statutory duties in the best interest of women
and their precious unborn.

Human life begins at conception and every human being has
been endowed with an inalienable right to life.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Family Planning Declares War on Women
Right to Life wrote to the Minister of Health on 7th January
2013 requesting that the government cease funding the New
Zealand Family Planning Association on the grounds of the
damage that they are doing to our families and community.
The Association receives more than $11 million per year in
funding from the government.
Family Planning in a recent media release, have declared
war on women in New Zealand. In September 2012, the
Association announced in a media release that they were,
together with the Abortion Law Reform Association of New
Zealand and the Women’s Health Action Trust, embarking
on a national campaign to have abortion decriminalised in
New Zealand. The NZFPA media release stated, “that the
time has come to have abortion removed from the Crimes
Act 1961 and managed as a health matter.”
In 2009 the NZFPA stated in a media release that they were
working within the law and “were not seeking to change it.” The NZFPA have now revealed their true intentions of
ignoring the rights of unborn children and making it no longer a crime to kill an innocent and defenceless child in
the womb. This position entails rejecting the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Contraception Sterilisation and Abortion that found that human life began at conception and that the unborn child as the weakest and
most defenceless member of the human family deserved respect and legal protection. The NZFPA by rejecting the
findings of the Royal Commission have set themselves up as the enemy of women and their precious unborn. Their
stance is also an affront to Parliament which accepted in 1977 the recommendations of the Royal Commission.
The government should now cease funding the New Zealand Family Planning Association [NZFPA], a
threat to women and their unborn. The Association is also the largest abortion referral agency in New
Zealand. The Association in 2009 received more than $11 million in government funding.
Family Planning should be seen as a threat to our children and to the family. Family Planning continue to seduce
our children and undermine parental responsibility. It is appalling that the NZFPA should continue to be funded
by the government.
The proposed national campaign would entail considerable lobbying of Members of Parliament and activating the
community to support the campaign. The proposed change in the law would entail removing legal protection for
the right to life of unborn children, the weakest and most defenceless members of the human family. It would also
expose vulnerable women with an unplanned pregnancy to increased coercion, exploitation and abandonment by
the father of the child.
The Association is the biggest abortion referral agency in New Zealand. They previously sought a licence for their
Hamilton clinic to perform medical abortions. It was their stated objective to turn all their 30 clinics in New Zealand
into abortion clinics for the killing of defenceless and helpless unborn children. The Association made a submission to the select committee dealing with the Care of Children Bill. The Association supported girls under the age
of 16 having an abortion without the parents knowledge or consent. The Association regularly smuggles girls out
of school to have an abortion without the knowledge of parents.
The Association degrades our sexuality by promoting promiscuity and sexual perversions such as masturbation,
oral sex and anal sex. The Association shamelessly sells sex toys, vibrators and oral dams. All of this information
is freely available on Family Planning’s website. It is time that New Zealand woke up to the damage that the tax
payer funded Family Planning is doing to our community.
The philosophy of Family Planning is alien to a culture of life. At the Association’s Conference in May, 1979 the
following policy was adopted;
“That the 19 doctors meeting as the Medical Advisory Committee of the NZPA recognise that the provision of
abortion services is an important back-up measure in a comprehensive family planning programme.” Authorising
abortions as a backup for failed contraception is unlawful.
The government should follow the good example of the United States Congress and State Legislatures who are
increasingly aware of the damage inflicted on society by Planned Parenthood, the American equivalent of the
NZFPA. There are now nine states that have defunded Planned Parenthood and there are many other states in the
process of also doing so. The latest example is the Texas Senate, which has defunded Texas Planned Parenthood
by withdrawing funding of $64 million. Planned Parenthood consistently flaunts the law not to mention that it has
been responsible for the murdering of 4.8 million American unborn children since 1977.
continued on page 7
www.righttolife.org.nz
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The NZFPA is part of the sex education lobby that is systematically undermining traditional morality and is aggressively
promoting an ideology of lustful sexual licence while pretending to be concerned only with the health and safety
of young people. As part of their subversive
agenda, the Association has produced “a
sexual and reproductive health guide for
same sex attracted women” titled “Keeping
it Safe”. The guide is amoral, and promotes
unnatural and degrading sexual practices that
denigrate the dignity of women. Surely our
young women deserve better than this.
It is of concern that the guide is funded by the
Ministry of Health. It may then be assumed
that the Ministry approves of the contents
of the guide and endorses the destructive
agenda of the NZFPA. The task of the Ministry
is to promote the health and wellbeing of the
community. How then can the Ministry justify
the investment of taxpayer funds to promote
a lifestyle that is both immoral and a threat to
the health of young women?
The NZFPA and Planned Parenthood are
affiliates of the International Planned
Parenthood Federation that supports China’s
one child family policy with forced abortions
and sterilisations; a violation of human rights.
It should come as no surprise as the founder
of Planned Parenthood was the infamous
Margaret Sanger, who was a racist and a
eugenist. She stated that, “Our objective is
unlimited sexual gratification without the
burden of children.” and “the most merciful
thing that a family does to one of its infants
is to kill it.”
Right to Life earnestly requests that in the
interest of the health and the wellbeing of the
community, the government cease funding
the NZFPA which promotes a culture of death.
On the 7th January Right to Life wrote to
the Minister of Health, Tony Ryall presenting
him with a submission requesting that the
government cease funding Family Planning.
The minister replied on the 29th January
stating:

Family Life International
Colleen Bayer Announced as
Dame in the Order of St Gregory the Great
Right to Life joins with Family Life International in congratulating Colleen on being
honoured by Pope Benedict for her outstanding pro-life work.
It is with great joy that the Board of Trustees of Family Life International NZ is able
to announce that Colleen Bayer, National Director and Founder, has been named by
Pope Benedict XVI, a Dame of the Order of St Gregory the Great.
This incredible honour is bestowed upon Colleen for her commitment to promoting
life, faith and family in New Zealand, and especially for her selfless dedication to the
mothers and babies.
Colleen Bayer
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Abortion Destroys Fatherhood
We know that women are victims of abortion. There is increasing
realisation that fathers too are victims of abortion. There is mounting
evidence that abortion causes serious and significant emotional harm
for some women but little is known about the damage that is done to
men. God has created men with a paternal instinct which instinctively
reaches out to protect women and children. It is a great injustice that
the law gives fathers no legal right to protect the right to life of their
unborn children. In fact fathers in New Zealand have no legal right
to be even informed. It is a further injustice as it deprives the child
of its right to be protected by its father. It is indeed a great irony that
the law does not recognise the right of the father to protect the life of
his unborn child but however, recognises the fathers responsibility to
provide maintenance for his child up to the age of 16 years of age (if it
is allowed to be born). So in effect the state is giving encouragement
to the father for his child to be killed before it is born. The proabortion movement promote abortion as being “a woman’s right to choose”. This is a great injustice as it requires
both a mother and a father to create a child. There are five scenarios of the father’s involvement:
1. The father is unaware of the mother’s pregnancy and she has an abortion without his knowledge;
2. He exerts pressure on the mother to have an abortion;
3. He approves and encourages her decision to have an abortion;
4. He is opposed to the abortion and informs her of his opposition;
5. He abandons the mother and their child physically and emotionally.
Abortion destroys the trust and love that the father and mother had for each other. The frequent result of an
abortion is that it also kills the relationship. How could the father continue to love the mother who killed his child?
For the mother, how can she love the man who failed to protect her and her child? With the death of trust and love
the relationship is quickly extinguished. The damage that is done to men is immense. How can men trust women
to provide them with children when they can never be sure that they will not have them killed before birth? Men
who have been involved with abortion will have difficulty in bonding with future children because of their guilt in
failing to protect their children. How too can women trust men to father their children when they can never be sure
that they will not abandon both them and their children?
In the encyclical Muleris Dignitatem John Paul II made it clear that “by leaving her alone to face the problems of
pregnancy, he was in fact encouraging her to have her child killed. In the encyclical Evangelium Vitae he stated “in
this way the family is thus mortally wounded and profaned in its nature as a community of love and in its vocation
to be the sanctuary of life”.
There is hope for men who are victims of abortion. Although many may be at a point where everything seems
hopeless, there actually is hope. Healing is possible. Men damaged by the abortion of their unborn children can
regain their lives and find purpose and meaning. It is not easy, it takes a lot of work, and men will need support.
First, they must realize that it is completely normal, acceptable and healthy to mourn the loss of a child. Their pain
can be validated and men must be able to grieve rather than suppress it. Pain will fade as they continue to heal
Men must remember that they are not alone. Finding a post-abortion support group helps so they can hear
other people’s experiences. This will in turn inspire them to share their experience with those who will listen and
understand. The hardest part is learning how to forgive others that were involved. Men must recognise that they
may have been misled or misinformed. They must also accept their roles in the decision, whatever it was, and
learn how to forgive themselves. Finally, they must acknowledge their child as an actual member of their family.
Giving their child a name and creating a memorial in his or her honour can help them find closure and bring peace
and restoration to their lives. From the moment their child was conceived, a new life was created. Even though
their child was never born, they will always be a father forever and they can look forward to being reunited with
their child in eternity.

Obituary
Dr Lyn Billings, who with her husband John brought the method of natural fertility regulation that bears
their name to millions of couples in more than 100 countries, has died in Melbourne. She was 95. Her
best-selling book The Billings Method, first published in 1980, was translated into 22 languages and
reprinted 16 times. Dr Billings has made a major contribution to promoting a culture of life.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Prayer Vigils Saves Lives Report from Pro-Life Hawkes Bay
With God’s help we continue to battle on for the unborn
children and their Mum’s. Through our peaceful protest
and pro life information packs we know of at least 20
BABIES that have been saved from abortion. Women
have stopped to share how our signs at the hospital
have played a vital role in changing their hearts and
minds to choose life. Others have shared how our pro
life information changed their minds about abortion.
I’m sure there are many more that we are not aware of.
We are excited to share what God has been doing through
the Pro Life team who take a stand outside the Hastings
Hospital every Wednesday and Thursday. An average of
11 unborn children are killed at this hospital each week!
We hold signs offering help to the mothers and signs
with thought provoking messages and pictures. We also
run a Christian stall at the Napier Sunday market on the
Marine Parade where we display the baby models and
give out information. We give out about 20 FREE pro life
information packs every week. Each one of these packs includes a beautiful 12 week old model of an unborn child
as pictured to the right.
Just recently we were blessed to be interviewed by a TV One film crew who are making
a documentary called Around NZ which is due to air in Jan/Feb 2013. Please pray that
our interview would be aired to spread the Pro Life message throughout NZ.
Since we began in May 2011 we have been truly blessed to learn of babies and Mums
saved from abortion. Some of these babies are now born & we have been privileged
to meet two of these babies and their Mums:
This beautiful girl was born recently. Several months ago her young mother was booked
in for an appointment at the abortion clinic at the Hastings Hospital. As she walked
past our signs she grabbed one of our information packs. After looking at the baby
model and reading a pro life poem she realised that abortion is killing. She didn’t go
in for her appointment at the abortion clinic! Praise God!!! As a result this special baby
girl has entered the world....by the grace of God she escaped her death sentence.
To the left is baby Rosalea. She was born premature on the 12th of February 2012. Her mother shared how she
had previously made up her mind to have Rosalea killed by abortion but God had other plans! A relative took one
of our baby models to the mother. Seeing the baby model really touched her heart and changed her mind about
abortion. This first time mother now says that Rosalea has dramatically changed her life for the better.
We know of at least 18 other babies that have been saved from abortion. Women have stopped to share how our
signs at the hospital have played a vital role in changing hearts and minds to choose life. Others have shared how
our pro life information changed their minds about abortion. I’m sure there are many more that we are not aware
of.
We want to encourage others that we can all make a difference for our unborn “neighbours.” I pray
that we may all be used by God to help save our precious unborn children that are a victim of New
Zealand’s own holocaust. God can indeed use us to do mighty things.
Proverbs 24:11 “Rescue those who are unjustly sentenced to death;
don’t stand back and let them die.”
God bless you as you step out in love for your unborn neighbours and their Mums.
James Bedingfield (For Hawkes Bay Pro-Life)
Right to Life is greatly encouraged by this report from James in Hawkes Bay which testifies to the power of prayer
in changing and saving lives.

When a woman is pregnant , she has a choice,
a dead baby or a live baby.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Right to Life – Complaints in defence of life
A complaint was laid with TVNZ for statements made in a Close Up programme
featuring Dr Norman Maclean of Invercargill and the spokesperson for ALRANZ.
We believe the lead-in to the interview was biased. Statements were made and
footage shown by TVNZ that abortion staff had been murdered in the United
States by members of the pro-life movement. The response from TVNZ confirmed
their belief and statement that two members of abortion staff were murdered
by pro-life members. We challenged TVNZ to produce the evidence for this
false claim, there was no reply. A complaint was then made to the Broadcasting
Standard’s Authority. Our complaint was posted fast post three days before the deadline and was not delivered till
the 7th January. The Authority rejected our complaint because it was not received by the due date.
A complaint was made to the Sunday Star Times because of a libellous and defamatory statement made by Marika
Hill in an article she wrote in the issue of 27 January on our Society’s complaint to the Charities Commission.
She wrote, “Anti abortionists are taking aim at the charity status of the Family Planning Association, in their latest
assault on women and pro-choice organisations. The response of the Deputy Editor was not accepted and a
complaint has been lodged with the Press Council on the grounds that the article breached the Principles of the
Council requiring accuracy, fairness and balance.

News in Brief
New Zealand
Right to Life wrote to the 21 District Health Boards in New Zealand on the 29th January
requesting information under the Official Information Act. The information sought
concerned the response of Boards to the direction given to them by the Abortion
Supervisory Committee in September 2012, requesting neutrality in counselling and
in the pamphlets given to women considering an abortion. The information sought
was the number of pamphlets removed and the steps being taken to ensure that
counselling was neutral now and for the future. Fifteen DHBs have responded. The
West Coast DHB advised that they had removed the pamphlet “Women Know” the
pamphlet that promoted the false message that God accepted abortion as a loving
option.

United Kingdom and Abortion on Grounds of Disability
Parliament at Westminster has announced a Parliamentary Enquiry into abortions on the ground of disability.
The current legislation permits abortion to take place up to birth [40 weeks] if tests for disability indicate that
the child may be disabled when born. There is a limit of 24 weeks for abortions on other grounds. The Equality
Act 2010 protects disabled people from discrimination. The Act prohibits discrimination arising from a disability
by preventing one person treating another less favourably because of their disability. In light of the current legal
position, the Parliamentary Enquiry into Abortion on the Grounds of Disability is seeking evidence from parents,
medical practitioners, academia, support groups, disability groups, lawyers and individuals with an interest
regarding the current theory, practice and implications approach to abortion on the grounds of disability in the
UK. This Enquiry is of great interest to Right to Life as it could provide encouragement for a similar Parliamentary
Enquiry here. Unborn children may be killed up to 20 weeks in their mother’s womb in New Zealand, if they are
diagnosed as having a severe disability. Right to Life is opposed to the killing of any child including those with a
disability. This is discrimination against the disabled and is a crime against humanity. Right to Life is a party with
SavingDowns in a complaint to the International Criminal Court in the Hague against the New Zealand government
for genocide. This relates to the screening programme introduced by the government in 2007 to reduce the
number of babies born with Down Syndrome. We are currently awaiting a detailed response from the office of the
Prosecutor.

Do you know that Right to Life has run a website for over ten years?
Visit us at www.righttolife.org.nz to keep up to date with all the latest Pro-life news from
Right to Life and around New Zealand and the world
You might want to subscribe to our site which will enable you to receive the latest posts on our site
regularly in the form of an email e-zine.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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continued

Sodomite Marriage

Human Rights Commissioner

A letter has been sent to the Prime Minister asking
him, why he and his government have not upheld the
common good by upholding and defending marriage
as exclusively between one man and one woman .
The private members Bill of Louisa Wall to redefine
marriage to include sodomite relationships based on
immoral and unnatural oral and anal sex violates the
common good and is in breach of the United Nation’s
Declaration of Human Rights which defines marriage
as a relationship between man and woman.
It also violates the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, Article 7, which states every child has a right
where possible to be brought up and nurtured by
its biological parents. A letter has also been sent to
Louisa Wall asking her 12 questions concerning the
consequences for society and churches should her Bill
be passed. A letter was sent on 25th February to every
MP making a submission that they oppose the Bill at
its second reading on the 20 March.

The Human Rights Commissioner, David Rutherford, in
2012 issued a document setting out the Commission’s
case for supporting an amendment to the Marriage
Act to redefine marriage as including two people of
the same sex and for a law change that would allow
those in a sodomite relationship to adopt children,
may God forbid such a violation of the right of children
to have a mother and a father ideally their biological
parents. This fundamental human right is protected
by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child.The Commissioner stated that it was a breach
of the Human Rights Act and the New Zealand Bill of
Rights to deny same sex couples the right to marry
and adopt children. In December 2012, Right to Life
wrote to the Commissioner to express our concern
and to challenge his support under the guise of human
rights.The same sex marriage Bill if passed will be in
breach of the human rights of those who have made a
commitment to the institution of marriage and to the
raising of children. It is also a breach of the human
rights of children who have a right to be loved and
nurtured by their biological parents. May God protect
our children.
The Commissioner is seeking to justify his position by
referring to the Yogyakarta principles devised in 2006
by a self appointed committee of so called experts on
human rights who had come together for the purpose
of promoting the homosexual agenda throughout the
world.

England
The Parliament at Westminster passed a same sex
marriage Bill by 400 to 175 at its first reading on
5th February, following a full days debate. The Prime
Minister who supported the Bill said that this was an
important step forward that strengthened society. All
most half of the Conservative Members voted against
the Bill. The Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, of the
Liberal Democratic Party said that his party always
supported the Bill. The Labour Leader, Ed Milbrand,
said this is a proud day and an important step forward
for equality. The Bill now goes to the House of Lords
where it will receive considerable opposition. There
are in Parliament 82 Catholic MPs, 47- almost 60 per
cent - were in favour of same-sex marriage. Of these,
32 were Labour members, which indicates, that they
likely chose the party line over faith to some degree. It
was a conscience vote for the MPs of all Parties.

United States News
The pro-life movement is winning the battle in the
United States and the culture of death is in retreat.
It is 40 years since the Supreme Court judgment of
Roe V Wade was made in 1973. This judgment struck
down all the legal protection provided for the unborn
by each individual State. Since 1973 there have been
57 million unborn children killed in the United States
alone. Since 2006 the annual number of abortions
has decreased from 1.6 million to 1.2 million. In 1991
there were 2176 abortion clinics in the United States,
today there are 660. These places of death have been
permanently closed as the result of prayerful pro-life
action outside the killing centres. There are more than
2,500 pro-life pregnancy centres in the United States
providing compassion, understanding and practical
help.

National Screening Committee
[NSU]
The N S U have issued
new guidelines for
health professionals
in dealing with the
Screening for Down Syndrome and other Disabilities.
The new guidelines are a major improvement on the
previous guidelines which promoted a search and
destroy programme to prevent the birth of children
with a disability.
The Committee have withdrawn the requirement of
health professionals having a legal duty to offer and
encourage pregnant women to undergo screening to
establish if the child has Down Syndrome or another
disability. Where the screening is positive the woman is
offered an abortion. Health professionals are now only
required to advise pregnant women that screening
is available. This is a major victory and the best that
we can expect in view of the fact that the law allows
the killing of the unborn with a serious disability up
to 20 weeks gestation. Right to Life will continue to
seek increased protection for the lives of the unborn
including those with a disability.

Euthanasia isn’t mercy. It is abandonment
www.righttolife.org.nz

- Wesley J Smith
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Pregnant
Need to talk?
PH (03) 338 3057
OR 0800 773 462

Call us - we care!
24 hours a day
7 days a week
We can help you consider your
options. A free and confidential
service, by telephone or face-to-face.
Advocacy and support with adoption.
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Billings Method of
Natural Fertility Regulation

In His
Image

99% effective if understood
and followed according to the
science of the method
Successful in achieving
pregnancy
and avoiding IVF
Professional tuition available
Phone 351-3227

www.pregnancy-cs.org.nz

Text 2TXTPCS 021-2898-727

‘Father forgive them for they do not know what
they are doing.’ (Luke 23:24)
When a woman intentionally
terminates her pregnancy she
may experience some degree of
grief and/or trauma. Abortion or
termination can alter a woman’s
view of herself, her sense of
womanhood, maternity, her present
and future relationships, her world
view. Partners/spouses, other family
members and friends, may also be
affected.
P.A.T.H.S. offers trained support for
those hurting from a recent or past
abortion/termination experience.

0800 728 470
Email:
admin@postabortionpaths.org.nz

www.postabortionpaths.org.nz

FAMILY LIFE
INTERNATIONAL
Promoting the
sanctity of life
and the dignity of the
family through
worldwide research,
education and
service
Learn how to help rebuild
the Culture of Life

Ph 09-279-2413
(Auckland) or

email: life@fli.org.nz

He who passively
accepts evil is as
much involved in
it as he who helps
to perpetrate it.
He who accepts
evil without
protesting
against it is really
co-operating

If unclaimed within 14 days please return to Right to Life, New Zealand Inc., P.O. Box 668, Christchurch 8140
www.righttolife.org.nz

Defending Life from Conception to Natural Death

