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Increase in Doctors refusing to
be involved in Abortions

Abortion Industry in Crisis

Right to Life is pleased that an increasing number of doctors
in New Zealand recognise that abortion is not healthcare
and are refusing to be involved in the killing of unborn
children. The Abortion Supervisory Committee in its report
to Parliament for 2011 advise that the number of certifying
consultants for the year ending the 30 June 2011 numbered
175, a reduction of 21 consultants on the 196 registered in
2009. In 2000 there were 216. This is good news for women
and their unborn children.
The Committee reports that the total number of appointed
certifying consultants continues to fall each year with
fewer applications for new consultants being received
and many consultants choosing not to apply to have their
appointments renewed. The Committee notes that the “workforce” appears to be aging with fewer specialists
being available.
The approval of two certifying consultants is required to authorise the killing of an unborn child. A consultant
receives a fee of $135 for a 10 to 15 minute face to face consultation with a woman seeking an abortion.
The Committee reports that fees to consultants totalled $4,551,929 [GST exclusive] for the year ending 30
June 2011. The highest paid consultant received $138,915 for approving 1028 abortions, while
declining only one. The second highest paid consultant received $135,270 for approving 1000 abortions
and declining just two.
There are more than 11,000 doctors registered in New Zealand, 3,500 being general practitioners.
Right to Life applauds those doctors who are faithful to their
medical ethics by upholding the right to life of their unborn patients
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President’s Report
The assault on the Christian values upon which
the foundation of Western democracies is based
continues to intensify. The culture of death in
our own country spawned by the Contraception
Sterilisation and Abortion Act 1977, now seeks
further inroads against the sanctity of life ethic.
We have recently discovered that Labour List MP,
Maryan Street has publicly stated that it is her
intention to present a Private Members Bill to
provide for Euthanasia during the current session of
Parliament. This is just one in a series of pushes to
bring in Euthanasia in NZ. Thankfully to date they have all been rejected
by our parliament.
In 1977 New Zealand failed to protect our innocent unborn. Although
legislation sought to give rights to the unborn child, this ultimately failed;
the reason was because of loopholes in the law. Anyone who believes
that Euthanasia and Physician Assisted suicide can be restricted by any
legislation is in my opinion deluded. It is of great concern that a recent
government commission (funded and undertaken by advocates) in the
UK supports euthanasia. Polls would indicate that many New Zealanders,
including John Key our Prime Minister, think that Euthanasia should be
looked at here. My question is, are we about to fail the elderly and the
unwell as we failed the unborn?
A very important upcoming date is March 13th. This date will see our
hard fought battle against the Abortion Supervisory Committee come
to a head in the Supreme Court. Right to Life has fought this action on
behalf of the unborn, in the High Court and the Appeals Court since
2005. Soon we shall have the final decision by the five judges who will
sit on the Supreme Court. The unborn child needs your prayers that this
action on behalf of the unborn will be successful. Please pray.
Right to Life and Pro-Life NZ are looking forward to hosting Steve Mosher,
president of the US Population Research Institute. We encourage as many
of you as can attend to go along and hear him speak on the role and
ethics of abortion in the population control debate. He will be speaking
nationwide around mid April, and we will keep you informed of venues
and dates on our website.

Euthanasia – Maryan Street MP
Maryan Street MP, a Labour List member recently
announced that it was her intention to present
a Private Member’s Bill this year to Parliament
to provide for euthanasia in New Zealand. The
Voluntary Euthanasia Society is assisting Ms
Street in drafting the Bill. Euthanasia is about
doctors killing their patients or assisting in their
suicide. In the first instance it is homicide and in
the second instance it is assisted suicide. These
are immoral actions and serious crimes against
the person contained in the Crimes Act 1961.
Maryan Street MP, “Death with Dignity” Bills have been debated in
1995 and in 2003, both were defeated at their first
reading. The proposed Bill is a serious threat to the lives of the sick, the
elderly and the handicapped. Right to Life has written to Maryan Street
expressing our Society’s concern. A letter of concern has also been sent
to the leader of the Labour Party, David Shearer.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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best interest of women, however they are not. It is however always wrong to kill the innocent. The unborn
are also patients. Abortion violates the human rights of unborn children, who are the weakest and most
defenceless members of the human family. Right to Life urges these doctors to promote a culture of life by
respecting the right to life of the unborn and for them to refuse to authorise or execute their killing. Right to
Life calls upon them to promote open adoption as the loving option.

The Greens Hidden Agenda
The election of 14 Members of Parliament from the Greens Party is a matter of grave concern. The community
should be aware of the hidden agenda of the Greens Party.
In 2008 in the Victorian Parliament the Greens voted for the decriminalisation of abortion which meant that it
was no longer a crime to kill an unborn child. Victoria now has the most permissive abortion law in the world.
The law provides for abortion on demand and a woman can now demand an abortion for any reason.
The Greens in Australia support same sex marriage and same sex adoption. The Greens also support the
education system teaching that homosexuality is normal.
In 2010 the Greens promoted bills to legalise euthanasia in the New South Wales, Western Australian and
Victorian Parliaments. Senator Bob Brown the leader of the Greens in Australia has said that passing euthanasia
laws was a top priority.
The electorate should recognise that in our own parliament, the Greens represent a threat to; the protection
of the right to life of unborn children, the elderly and the ill and a threat to the institution of marriage as
exclusively between one woman and one man. The Greens Party in Germany has similar policies.
It is disappointing that the media did not challenge the Greens Party before the general election to reveal its
hidden agenda. Right to Life believes the Greens Party is a serious threat to the sanctity of life ethic and the
right to life of every person from conception to natural death and also a threat to the sanctity of marriage.
We should recognise that the long term objective of the Greens is to reduce the world’s population, creating
a world in which nature is the dominant “right” with humanity subservient to that “deity”.
Metiria Turei, co- leader of the Green Party, gave a speech in Parliament on 7 December 2005 on the Marriage
[Gender Clarification] Amendment Bill’s first reading. The purpose of this Bill was to establish in law that
marriage was exclusively for one man and one woman. Ms Turei is recorded in Hansard as having said; ”The
Green Party is opposed to this Bill and will vote against it as a party. Our Party policy requires us to support the
extension of all legal partnership arrangements and rights to same-sex couples as are afforded heterosexual
couples. That includes not just eligibility in relation to parenting, for example, but also marriage.” The six
Green MPs supported same sex marriage and voted against the Bill.
In 2003 the nine sitting Greens MPs voted in favour of the Prostitution Reform Bill. In July 2003 the eight
sitting Green MPs voted for the first reading of the euthanasia Bill, Death with Dignity, with one voting against.
The Green Party supports the killing of unborn children. Its public policy states; “that it will review abortion
services to ensure equity of access for women throughout New Zealand.”
Ms Turia in a written response to the pre-election questionnaire of Family First, stated that she was opposed to
policies that promote marriage, opposed to the right to life of the unborn child, opposed to informed consent
for women seeking abortion, opposed to parental consent for teen pregnancies and opposed to abstinence
and parental based sex education.
The Green Party Population policy places humanity as subservient to the environment. A key principle is
that; ” the population cannot be increased beyond its capacity to offset its greenhouse gas emissions.” The
Catholic Church teaches that support for abortion, euthanasia and same sex marriage are intrinsically evil. It is
disappointing that the Green Party takes positions on these issues
that are contrary to the teaching of the Catholic Church and which
promote a culture of death. These issues are non- negotiable and
Catholics with an informed conscience may not support or vote for
candidates for public office who hold positions that are contrary
to the Church’s teaching. It is disappointing that other Christian
churches remain silent on these important issues.
The Greens captured 11.6 per cent of the votes cast in the general
election. We believe that many voted for the Greens unaware of
their hidden agenda. Right to Life calls upon the Greens Party to
be more honest with New Zealanders about its agenda
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Legal Protection for Mothers and
their Unborn
Right to Life made the following media release in January.
The Abortion Law Reform Association (ALRANZ), has recently
made false claims in the media that Right to Life is seeking
through the courts the banning of abortion. The Association
should be well aware that this is not correct. Right to Life is not
seeking to change the law. That is the role of Parliament.
Right to Life is however seeking to have the legislation passed
by our Parliament in 1977, upheld. Our Society’s objectives
in the courts have been clearly presented in court documents
and are available to the public. The objectives have been:
• to seek legal recognition of the unborn child as
a human being endowed with human rights, the
foundation right being a right to life.
• To seek the full protection of the law for the health
and welfare of women.
• To ensure that the certifying consultants are
accountable to the Abortion Supervisory Committee
for the lawfulness of the abortions they authorised.
• To seek the independence of pregnancy counsellors from abortion providers.
The Abortion Law Reform Association [ALRANZ] claims that a United Nations World Health Organisation
report published last week in the Lancet (the world’s leading medical journal), showed that unsafe [read
illegal] abortion rates have risen by 5 per cent between 1995 and 2008 with a resulting increase in maternal
mortality. The claim is dubious and is being used by the pro-abortion movement including the Guttmacher
Institute, the political lobbying arm of Planned Parenthood in the United States and the pro-abortion World
Health Organisation, to support their international campaign to have so-called “safe” abortions legalised
worldwide. There is no such thing as a safe abortion. Abortion is always violence against women, it results in
one dead baby and a wounded mother.
There is no
such thing as a
safe abortion.
Abortion is
always violence
against women,
it results in
one dead baby
and a wounded
mother

Statistics prove that countries where abortion is illegal have the lowest maternal
mortality rates. Ireland, where abortion is banned, has one of the lowest maternal
mortality rates in the world. Poland which banned abortion 20 years ago saw its
maternal mortality rate drop 40 per cent. The rate in El Salvador dropped by
half after abortion was re-criminalised in 1998.There is no such thing as a “safe”
abortion. Every abortion is violence against women and their unborn. It results
in one dead baby and a wounded mother.
ALRANZ claims to champion the cause of women. The Association is to be
commended for its zeal: its zeal is however misplaced, for the Association betrays
women by promoting a non-existent mother’s “right to choose” to kill her unborn
child for any reason. It is also a betrayal of women to deny that the unborn child
is not human and does not have a right to life.

Right to Life is pro-women, pro-life and pro-family. Susan B Anthony, a leader in the women’s liberation
movement in the United States in the nineteenth century, called abortion ”child murder.” and said “when we
consider that women are treated as property, it is degrading to women that we should treat our children as
property to be disposed of as we see fit.” Another feminist leader, Alice Paul, said, “abortion is the ultimate
exploitation of women.”

“The purpose of civil government is to protect life,
abandon that and you have abandoned all.”
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Right to Life invites ALRANZ to inform the
community why it believes the following:
that an unborn child, even one in its third trimester, is not
a human being and does not have a right to be born.
• that a woman has a “right to choose” to kill her child, even
just before birth for any reason or no reason.
We also ask why ALRANZ supports eugenics and a woman’s "right
to choose" to kill her baby, because it is not physically perfect?
The Abortion Supervisory Committee have stated in writing to us,
that partial birth abortions have not been reported to the committee.
However under the current legislation, there is no prohibition
of partial birth abortion and therefore we ask these important
questions. ALRANZ continues to refuse to state what their position
is on partial birth abortions, in spite of requests for clarification by
members of Right to Life.
If ALRANZ has no reservations on how a baby is killed, it may then
be assumed it supports partial birth abortions where a baby in a
late term abortion is delivered feet first and before the head leaves the birth canal, scissors are plunged into
the neck of the baby and its brains are sucked out.
ALRANZ is not the champion of women nor is it the voice of women as it purports to be.
Here are the words of another great American leader in the women’s movement “…so when a woman destroys
the life of an unborn child it is an evidence that either by education or circumstance she has been greatly
wronged.” Women do not willingly choose an abortion. It is often a choice made by others.
It is an unjust and impoverished nation that offers vulnerable women distressed with an unplanned pregnancy,
the destruction of her child as a solution. Women deserve compassion and practical help.
When is our community going to confront this justice issue and protect women from being
exploited and abandoned?
•

Steve Mosher –
President Population Research Institute - NZ Tour
Steve Mosher will be delivering and address in Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch in mid ‘April. Right to Life is co-host with Prolife NZ for the
Christchurch meeting. We invite supporters to attend the address by Steve
Mosher at Rochester Hall, 77 Ilam Rd on Friday 20 April. The title of the
address is “The Role and Ethics of Abortion in the Population Control
Debate”. Steve Mosher is the President of the US Population Research
Institute, one of the most influential pro-life organisations in the USA.
Steven has spent years in China, speaks Mandarin and Cantonese, is an
expert on China’s one child family policy and regularly appears before
US government committees on a wide range of pro-life issues. He is
an outstanding international public speaker on any pro-life issue and
what he has to say will be well worth listening to. We encourage you to
come along. Sign posted from Ilam Rd. Details of the venues and times
of his address in other centres will be made known on our website at
www.righttolife.org.nz when available.

Steve Mosher

For the triumph of evil all that is necessary is that
good men do nothing.
Edmund Burke
www.righttolife.org.nz
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SEX EDUCATION
TEENS REJECT ‘SAFE SEX’ EDUCATION
SUPPORT PARENTAL NOTIFICATION AND
‘RIGHT TO LIFE’
A nationwide poll of 600 young people aged 15-21 poll has found that they hold
conservative values on sex issues - which are significantly similar to the views of
parents.
When asked “Do you think sex education in schools should teach values, abstinence
and consequences such as pregnancy, or just teach safe sex?” Only 19% supported
just the ‘safe sex’ message currently being taught in schools, with one in three
(34%) wanting ‘values, abstinence, and consequences such as pregnancy’ taught
instead, and a further 42% asking for a combination of both - especially amongst
older teens. The support for just the ‘safe sex’ message dropped even lower for
the older teens.
“This is a direct rebuke from young people to the ‘use a condom’ and ‘everyone’s
doing it’ messages being pushed by groups like Family Planning, AIDS Foundation
and Rainbow Youth,” says Bob McCoskrie, National Director of Family First NZ.
Family Firsts
“Many parents were rightly
Bob McCoskrie
horrified last year when details
of what was being taught in
schools under the guise of ‘sex education’ surfaced.
Judging by the results of the current approach - which is
a good place to start - sex education has been an utter
failure. New Zealand has one of the highest teenage
pregnancy rates in the OECD, our STD rates are out of
control and the number of teenage girls having abortions
continues to rise.”
“For those youth who are sexually active, they are not being
told the truth. Groups like the Family Planning Association
and the AIDS Foundation are perpetuating the myth that as
long as you use a condom, you can pretty well do what you
like in terms of promiscuity, experimentation, and fringe
behaviours - with little or no information on the physical
or emotional ramifications or prevention of disease.”
Reports last year highlighted that children as young as
12 are being taught about oral sex and told it’s acceptable to play with a girl’s private parts as long as “she’s
okay with it”. In other cases, 14-year-old girls are being taught how to put condoms on plastic penises, and
one female teacher imitated the noises she made during orgasm to her class of 15-year-olds
A poll of parents in 2010 found that three out of four parents of young children want the abstinence message
taught in sex education - with 69% of kiwis overall supporting the ‘wait’ message.

PARENTAL NOTIFICATION
When asked “Provided it won’t put the girl in physical danger, should parents be told if their school-age
daughter is pregnant and considering getting an abortion?” 59% of young respondents thought the parents
should be told. 34% disagreed. More young men than women agreed, but both had majority agreement.
“It is significant that even young people can see the importance of having parents informed and involved,
even when they know that those same parents will be rightly disappointed and upset. This is a very strong
response from young people, and is a rebuke to the politicians in 2004 who chose to exclude parents from
this process when debating the provision in the Care of Children Bill,” says Mr McCoskrie.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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According to the Care of Children Act 2004, access to abortion is not
restricted on grounds of age. Section 38 of the Act says that a girl of any
age can give consent to an abortion and that consent operates as if it
were given by her parents. Therefore, her parents need never know that
their daughter is having such a procedure. Family First is aware of young
girls being written to directly asking them to make an appointment to
have the Gardasil vaccine.
“This all effectively means that while
a parent has to sign a letter for their
“The message that
daughter to go on a school trip to
an unborn child
the zoo or to play in the netball team,
has absolutely
they are totally excluded from any
knowledge or granting of permission
no rights, is
for that same child to be put on the
completely
pill, have a vaccine, or have a surgical
inconsistent with
abortion,” says Mr McCoskrie.
warning messages
When parents were asked a similar
about prenatal
question in a 2010 poll, 79% responded
yes - only 12% said no.
alcohol and drug
Family First is asking for the law to be amended to allow for parental
use, recognising
notification in all cases of medical advice, prescriptions and procedures
the unborn child
unless it can be proved to a family court that it would place the child at
as a victim with
extreme risk.
“Parental notification laws in Texas, Michigan, Minnesota, and other US states
respect to
have seen a drop in both the pregnancy rate and the teen abortion rate - a
violent crimes on
win-win situation for all concerned. This is especially relevant when almost
pregnant women
80 teenagers a week have an abortion in NZ,” says Mr McCoskrie.

UNBORN CHILD’S RIGHT TO LIFE
When asked “Do you believe an unborn child or foetus has a right to be born?” 56% of youth respondents
said they believed an unborn child or foetus has a right to be born. Slightly more young women than young
men agreed - 58% to 55%. Those aged 15 to 17 were strongest in support - 66%.
“This is a pleasantly pro-life view from our young people. A decision from the Court of Appeal last June in
Right to Life’s case in the Judicial Review of the performance of the Abortion Supervisory Committee was
that the law does not recognize or confer a right to life on the unborn child sends a dangerous message, and
should make New Zealanders feel very queasy,” says Mr McCoskrie.
“The message that an unborn child has absolutely no rights, is completely inconsistent with warning messages
about prenatal alcohol and drug use, recognising the unborn child as a victim with respect to violent crimes on
pregnant women, and even the report http://www.pmcsa.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/Improving-the-Transitionreport.pdf released by Sir Peter Gluckman, referring to ‘environmental risks that occur prenatally’.
“On the one hand we are imploring pregnant women to live a healthy lifestyle to enhance the wellbeing of
their unborn child, yet on the other hand the courts are telling us that the child has no right to life. That’s a
contradictory message that shows a complete disregard for the most vulnerable. Just when does a child obtain
the right to live? 30 weeks? 40 weeks? In the birthing room? At the first Plunket visit?” asks Mr McCoskrie.
Family First is calling for a law change that gives an unborn child the same human rights as any other human
being.”Teenagers are right to say that we should not allow discrimination against our most vulnerable.”The
Curia Market Research poll surveyed 600 15-21 year olds nationwide. The poll was conducted between 4 and
6 December 2011 and has a margin of error of +/- 4.1%.

It is always wrong to kill the innocent. Abortion is
violence against women and their unborn child, it
is an important human rights issue and belongs in
the Crimes Act.
-Right to Life
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Society Report
Readers are advised that it will shortly be possible
to make an application to Join Right to Life on
the internet. This will be possible by going to our
Society’s web site at www.righttolife.org.nz
Shortly there will be an obvious link on the homepage
to achieve this. Readers are also encouraged to visit
www.savingdowns.com Conservationists for Down
syndrome and savingdowns.com on facebook.
• Right to Life has recently issued media
releases on the following issues;
• The Abortion Supervisory Committee’s
report for 2011
• The UK Commission for Assisted Death
report
• The UK honouring of Dr Gill Greer formerly
CEO of the International Planned Parenthood
Federation being made a Commander of the
British Empire
• The Green’s hidden agenda
• The abortion statistics for 2010 released by
Statistics New Zealand
The Society laid a complaint with the Press Council
against the Auckland Now, a Fairfax Media internet
blog site for an article by the journalist Richard Boock
supporting the killing of unborn children with Down
syndrome. Our complaint unfortunately was not
upheld.
Letters have been sent to the NZ Nurses Association
and the NZ College of Midwives. The letters draw
their attention to the fact that section 46 of the
Contraception Sterilisation and Abortion Act provides
protection for the conscience of their members from
being involved with the performance of abortions. It
was requested that these Associations advise their
members of this protection.
A letter was sent to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
expressing opposition to the government’s continued
funding of the International Planned Parenthood
Association and the United Nations Population
Fund.

A letter was also sent to the Minister requesting an
assurance that our country’s United Nations delegation
were not supporting the pressure being exerted at the
UN to have abortion recognised as a human right. We
were pleased to receive this assurance. Letters were
sent following the election, the The Prime Minister
and the Leader of the Opposition expressing concern,
that the vast majority of candidates for their parties,
to the recent General Election refused to respond to
the pro-life questionnaires sent to candidates. This
refusal to provide a response to serious life issues
undermines the democratic process. A letter was
sent to the Abortion Supervisory Committee [ASC]
expressing concern at the increasingly high number
of repeat abortions, (39 per cent of the total) and
asking what action they were going to take to help
these women who were being exploited and who
were on a path of self destruction. A letter was also
sent to the ASC asking what action the Committee
was taking to encourage adoptions. In 2010 there
were 16,630 abortions and only 40 adoptions in New
Zealand.
Recently the Hon Trevor Mallard recently expressed
public support for the law to be changed to allow
doctors to kill their patients and to assist in
their suicide. Our Society wrote to him making a
submission opposing this threat to the lives of the
vulnerable and requesting that he withdraw his
support for euthanasia.

“I once heard someone describe alcoholism like
a circling shark and I would describe carrying
the knowledge of my abortion in the same way.
It really is like a shark that circles around then
goes away. You know it will be back each time
a bit closer, and because I am trailing blood, it
always knows where to find me.”
-An anonymous wounded victim of abortion
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Dr Gill Greer – Advocate for a Culture of Death
Honoured by Queen
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth has honoured Dr Gill Greer by making
her a Commander of the British Empire [CBE]. The award was made
to Dr Greer in the British New Year honours list for her international
work of promoting the sexual health of women and girls. Dr Greer was
previously the Director General of the International Planned Parenthood
Federation [IPPF] for six years, which operates in 180 countries. Dr
Greer was prior to that appointment, the Executive Director of the New
Zealand Family Planning Association for eight years. The government
of Helen Clarke was instrumental in Dr Greer being made a Member
of the New Zealand Order of Merit in 2005.
Right to Life is disappointed that this high honour has been bestowed
on Dr Greer by the British government. It is inappropriate to honour
Dr Greer who has presided over the largest abortion enterprise in the
world which aggressively and relentlessly promotes a culture of death.
In 2009 affiliates of the IPPF worldwide killed 1,411,494 innocent and
defenceless unborn children by abortion. This is a violation of the
human rights of unborn children and is a crime against humanity. The
Federation had an income of US $33 million.
The award is giving public approval to the work of the IPPF in promoting
Dr Gill Greer
the killing of innocent unborn children worldwide in 180 countries.
IPPF is racist and promotes eugenics. Planned Parenthood in the
United States was founded by Margaret Sanger who sought to reduce the Negro population by promoting
abortion, sterilisation and contraception. She believed that only the fit had a right to be born and promoted
the sterilisation of those she termed “the feeble minded”.
The IPPF promotes itself as the champion of women and their children. It is certainly neither. It claims to
promote the human rights of women by advocating contraception and abortion as a human right and an
integral part of ‘reproductive health’. Behind the charade of women’s advocacy is an agenda that is both
anti-life and anti-women. IPPF does not provide a service to the international community; it is destructive
to families, promotes a hedonistic and pagan view of human sexuality and promotes sexual perversions. It
seduces our youth by promoting promiscuity and believes that the killing of unborn children is a legitimate
part of ‘reproductive health’ and necessary as a backup for so called failed contraceptives.
The IPPF supports abortion on demand, the decriminalisation of abortion, same sex marriage and is also
supportive of China’s brutal one child policy which includes forced abortions, infanticide and sterilisations.
The IPPF exerts intense pressure with assistance from the United Nations on nations in Africa and Latin America
to remove laws protecting the right to life of unborn children on the pretext of providing “safe abortions”. If
the IPPF were really concerned about reducing maternal mortality it would promote better health services
for women in pregnancy and child birth. The IPPF vehemently promotes the lie that the killing of the unborn
child is a “women’s right to choose”. The Federation is equally vehemently opposed to the right of doctors to
choose on conscience grounds to refuse to assist or perform abortions.
That the British Government has seen fit to bestow upon Dr Greer such an award, is at best inappropriate
and at worst it promotes and rewards those who are involved in promoting the killing of unborn children.
This is not acceptable.
Dr Greer has returned to New Zealand. She supports the decriminalisation of abortion in New Zealand and will
doubtless exercise her energies to endeavour to achieve this objective. Her presence here therefore poses a
serious threat to the lives of unborn children and to the health and wellbeing of women.

All the wars ever fought

All the holocausts ever perpetrated,
All the plagues that ever raged,
All the bombs that ever dropped,
All the famines that ever laid waste to the land, put together,
have not killed the number of human beings wiped out by abortion.
www.righttolife.org.nz
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Right to Life Challenges Flawed UK Assisted
Suicide Report
Right to Life challenges a seriously flawed and
biased report which calls for the legalisation of
assisted suicide in the United Kingdom. The report
was produced by the self appointed Commission on
Dying. The Commission was chaired by Lord Charles
Falconer an ardent campaigner for legal assisted
suicide. Disturbingly the other ten Commissioners
were almost exclusively known advocates of assisted
suicide and euthanasia and were appointed by Lord
Falconer.
The stated aim of the Commission was to “investigate
the circumstances under which it should be possible
for people to be assisted to die.” The Commission
sat for 12 months, received submissions and visited
overseas jurisdictions where doctors were permitted
to assist in the suicide of their patients. The British
Medical Association refused the invitation to make
a submission to the Commission. The Commission
was instituted under the auspices of the assisted
suicide advocacy group “Dignity in Dying” and was
wholly funded by Sir Terry Pratchett, an author who
in 2011, produced and starred in a documentary
promoting assisted suicide named “Terry Pratchett:
“Choosing to Die.”
The Commission concluded that the current
legal status of assisted suicide is inadequate and
incoherent and that assisted suicide should be made
legal for persons over the age of 18, who are mentally
competent, who have been diagnosed as being
terminally ill and who are expected to die within 12
months and who have made a voluntary decision to
be assisted in their suicide.
The Commission’s report has been rejected by
the Right Reverend James Newcome, Bishop of
Carlisle and spokesperson on health care topics
for the Church of England. He said the Commission
excluded anyone who objected to legalising assisted
suicide and the report “singularly failed “ to provide
evidence that vulnerable people would be protected
under the new proposals. “Put simply the most
effective safeguard against abuse is to leave the
law as it is.” The Catholic Church upholds the
dignity and inalienable right to life of every person
from conception to natural death. It is the constant
teaching of the Church that compassion should be
extended to the terminally ill and to the aged and
disabled, it is oppose to assisted killing.
The report has been dismissed as biased and seriously
flawed by pro-life organisations. Dr Saunders, director
of the Care Not Killing, said “these recommendations
if implemented will place vulnerable people under
increased pressure to end their lives so as not to be

a burden on others. The
right to die can so easily
become the duty to die.
“Bernadette Smyth,
director of Belfast’s
Precious Life said the
report is another attack
on the dignity of the
weak and vulnerable,
adding that the situation
must never arise where
the terminally-ill,
disabled, or the elderly
Lord Charles Faulkner
feel pressured by society
to end their lives. This is
part of a culture of death that is attempting to change
attitudes in society, to where killing the weak and
vulnerable becomes normal and acceptable. Britain’s
Right to Life spokesperson, Phyllis Bowman states
that the Commission is naïve in accepting the claims
made by the providers of euthanasia in Holland
Switzerland, Belgium and in Oregon, that they had
no evidence of patients being pressured or unduly
influenced in opting to be killed.
This British Commission’s report should be seen as
promoting a culture of death that is a threat to the life
of every person. It seeks to influence public attitudes
to accept that there are lives unworthy of living. The
legalising of assisted suicide is but the first step in
achieving their final objective of allowing doctors to
kill their patients. It is cheaper to kill patients than to
care for them. The Dutch government is considering
providing mobile euthanasia units as there are many
persons with dementia and Alzheimer’s disease who
are being missed by the euthanasia laws. The mobile
units would allow these patients to be “treated” in
their own homes. In Holland in 2009 there were
2636 patients killed by their doctor including 400
where the doctor assisted in the patient’s suicide.
There were also 500 patients who were killed by
their doctor without the knowledge of the patient or
family. These figures are conservative as many cases
are not reported.
It is expected that the British Parliament will reject
this biased report. There are those in our community
who will use this discredited Commission’s report
to pressure our New Zealand Parliament to allow
doctors to kill their patients or assist in their suicide.
To protect the vulnerable in our society we must
be ever vigilant and resist this culture of death that
is devouring our unborn and now seeks further
vulnerable and defenceless victims. The alternative
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to the threatening culture of death is a culture of life which recognises that life is a gift from the Creator, that
respects the dignity of every person, and that provides compassion and loving care for the terminally ill as
well as high quality palliative care to ensure that they truly have death with dignity.
French President Nicolas Sarkozy has recently stated, “Legalized euthanasia might lead us to dangerous
excesses and would be contrary to our understanding of the dignity of human beings. The Leonetti law is
perfectly balanced, establishing a principle, that of respect for life. It leaves room for a dialogue between
the patient, his family and his physician. This demonstrates understanding and humanity. We do not have to
legislate everything all the time.”

World News

United States –
President Obama Declares War on Catholic Church
President Obama has effectively declared war on the
Catholic Church. He has decreed that the Church
is not exempt from the health care mandate that
requires it to purchase for its employees in schools,
charities and hospitals, contraception, including
abortion –producing drugs and sterilisation. Religious
freedom is the lifeblood of the American people and
is the first freedom in the Bill of Rights. The Catholic
Church is opposed to contraception sterilisation and
abortion. The Catholic Bishops have declared their
total and unequivocal opposition to this assault on
religious freedom.
Obama’s mandate that all women receive free
contraceptives, sterilizations and drugs that could
cause the early abortion of preborn babies. In order
to make this happen, US leaders are willing to
trample on one of our founding principles—the right
to a free conscience, to exercise religious faith in the
public square in the way one feels called to do.
Some people are trying to make this an argument
about healthcare, saying medical organizations have

Peru Falling Headlong
into Culture of Death

recommended that free contraception be made
available to all women to prevent disease later in
life. But pregnancy is not a disease to be “cured,”
and chemical abortions are not “medicine.” And this
battle is not really about healthcare, but religious
freedom. The US government is claiming that forcing
all employers to offer these drugs and procedures—
regardless of their faith or moral convictions—is
nothing new, since 28 states already have similar
laws in place.
What they ’re not telling us is that those states
generally allow conscientious objectors to opt out
in some fashion, whether by noting their religious
objections or by becoming self-funded. The federal
mandate in question offers no such exceptions,
but rather makes insurers offer the coverage to
women for “free”—meaning the cost will be borne
by everybody else in the insurance pool, regardless
of any moral concerns they may have. It makes
everyone guilty by association, and raises insurance
prices in the process.

Post-Abortion Stress and
Depression
In the British Journal of Psychiatry (Sept. 11) a
published study reviewed results of all studies
from six countries between 1991 and 2009 which
covered 877, 000 women. This well-documented
study concluded that 10% of mental health problems
reported among women may be attributable to
having had an abortion. This includes 35% of those
with suicidal behaviours. It pointed out that abortion
survivors are 81% more likely to experience mental
health problems compared to all other control groups,
and 55% more likely compared to women who have
delivered an unplanned or unwanted pregnancy.
Emotional disturbances following included a wide
range of post-abortion emotional problems. After
examining this study, it seems clear that those who
deny the existence of post-abortion stress (usually
for political reasons) no longer have any factual basis
for such a claim.
www.righttolife.org.nz

LIMA, Januar y 20, 2012 (Life News Com)
- Peruvian authorities have revealed a plan
created with the help of international proabortion groups, which would legalize abortion
by 2017, apparently require couples to obtain
a government license to have children, and
implement nationwide “sexual diversity ”
education through every organ of the government
The Ministry of Women openly thnaks a large
number of international organizations for their
“support” for the creation of the Plan, including
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
United Nations Women (UNWOMEN) the Joint
United Nations Program on AIDS (UNAIDS),
the Spanish International Cooperation Agency
for Development (AECID), and the Embassy of
Belgium.
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Pregnant
Need to talk?
PH (03) 338 3057
OR 0800 773 462

Call us - we care!
24 hours a day
7 days a week
We can help you consider your
options. A free and confidential
service, by telephone or face-to-face.
Advocacy and support with adoption.
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Billings Method of
Natural Fertility Regulation

In His
Image

99% effective if understood
and followed according to the
science of the method
Successful in achieving
pregnancy
and avoiding IVF
Professional tuition available
Phone 351-3227

www.pregnancy-cs.org.nz

Text 2TXTPCS 021-2898-727

CHARITABLE
TRUST

When a woman loses her unborn
child through abortion she suffers a
deep wound... The effects of abortion
can alter a woman’s view of herself,
her experience of womanhood,
maternity, her present and future
relationships, her world view.
P.A.T.H.S. offers trained
support for those hurting from
a recent or past abortion.

Ph: (03) 379 7710
For more information or to send
donations please write to:
Carolina Gnad
P.A.T.H.S. Co-ordinator
PO Box 1557, ChCh

‘Father forgive them for they do not know what
they are doing.’ (Luke 23:24)

FAMILY LIFE
INTERNATIONAL
Promoting the
sanctity of life
and the dignity of the
family through
worldwide research,
education and
service
Learn how to help rebuild
the Culture of Life

Ph 09-279-2413
(Auckland) or

email: life@fli.org.nz

He who passively
accepts evil is as
much involved in
it as he who helps
to perpetrate it.
He who accepts
evil without
protesting
against it is really
co-operating

If unclaimed within 14 days please return to Right to Life, New Zealand Inc., P.O. Box 668, Christchurch 8140
www.righttolife.org.nz
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