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High Court Judgment,
Victory for Unborn Children
Justice Miller delivered his judgment on 3rd of August in the High Court in Wellington. He has
declined to issue declaratory orders concluding that they are unnecessary, as the Abortion
Supervisory Committee [ASC] should now be fully aware of its statutory duties. He stated,
“There is no reason to suppose that the Committee will refuse to act now that its functions have been clarified.
It remains the case that the Committee can be expected to administer the law as Parliament intended.” The
Committee is accountable to Parliament and it is expected that the appropriate Parliamentary Select Committee
will ensure that the ASC holds certifying consultants accountable for the abortions that they authorise. Right
to Life is confident that the Committee will now comply with its statutory duty to hold certifying consultants
accountable for the lawfulness of the abortions that they authorise. This will hopefully herald in a new era in
the care and protection of women and for the right to life of unborn children in New Zealand.
This judgment follows a hearing in the High Court on 20th July, 2009 when Justice Miller heard submissions
from the Crown and Right to Life counsel on the question of declaratory orders. The latest judgment again
acknowledges that the abortion legislation does assert a state interest in protecting the unborn child.
“Further non-compliance has been material. I found that the Committee has failed over
many years to exercise some of its statutory powers at all . . . it is not possible to say
how many unlawful abortions have been performed.”
Justice Miller in his judgment of 9th June 2008 stated that “there is reason to doubt the lawfulness of
many abortions authorised by certifying consultants. Indeed the Committee has stated that the law
is being used more liberally interpreted than Parliament intended.” He also stated “The Committee
does in fact have the power to require certifying consultants to keep records and report on cases
they have considered.” “The abortion law certainly asserts a state interest in protecting the unborn
child and not merely an interest that women may have safe and legal abortions. The law precludes
abortion on request and as a matter between the woman and her own doctor.”
The ASC on the 20th August appealed several issues to the Court of Appeal.
A hearing is expected in the first half of 2010 unless court time was available
later this year. Right to Life has now cross appealed, we are now appealing
failure of the High Court to issue the declaratory orders to the ASC, we
will now represent our case which will include valuable new evidence for
the legal recognition of the unborn child as a human being endowed with
a right to life and entitled to the protection of the New Zealand Bill of
Rights. We will also represent our case for the independence of abortion
counselors. At present counsellors are generally employed by abortion
providers. Right to Life is grateful to its members and supporters for their
generous financial support for these important legal proceedings. Readers
are encouraged to read and download the recent full judgment of the High
Court on our Society’s web site www.righttolife.org.nz
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
As President of Right To Life-New Zealand for 2009 our committee,
and you our members, have been privileged to watch history in
action, with the most significant legal proceedings for a very long
time. This is a victory for women, unborn children and indeed the
pro–life movement. Yes it has involved a financial cost to our Society
but we have made excellent progress. The media, politicians and
our opposition groups have sat up and were clearly rattled. This
is a comforting sign. When the opposition are disturbed we know
we are being effective. This is cutting edge action in the defence
of unborn life and demonstrates that we really can make a difference. With God’s will, with motivation and with funding we can
achieve great things for the unborn child. We are pleased with the
tremendous financial support, by our supporters who helped pay
for the best legal council in the form of Peter McKenzie QC, and
Doctor Ian Bassett. We have achieved our goal of exposing the
scandal of abortion-on-demand through the inaction of the ASC.
As a result the ASC is hopefully, to be more tightly monitored. You
can count on us to keep a watchful eye to see that this Government-appointed body, really are held properly accountable. We now
intend to seek legal change to challenge the abhorrent situation
where the unborn is still not recognised as a human being. We want
nothing less than full legislative recognition of the unborn child of a
mother, as a human. Only then can he, or she, be better protected
from the curse of abortion. This is a human rights issue that will
not go away. Abortion is not to be subsumed under ‘health’. This
is clearly a human rights issue of the first magnitude.
Thank you for all your moral and spiritual support by way of prayer.
We would appreciate any donations, of any amount, to continue
the battle on various fronts.
Peter F Coleman
President

.................................................
PHONE:...................................
Cheques to be made payable to
and subscription may be sent to:
Right to Life New Zealand Inc.
P.O. Box 668,
CHRISTCHURCH 8140
Phone: (03) 385 6111
Fax: (03) 386 0447
Email: rtl@right-to-life.org
Web Page: www.righttolife.org.nz

“Woe to you
if you do not
defend life”
John Paul II

Every woman I have seen who has had
a termination has a difficult time
subsequently. They have a grief process
and sorting out time to go through. It
certainly doesn’t leave them unmarked
and I have never met a woman who has
had one who would want to go through
it again of her own free will.”
— Dr CHRISTINE FORSTER, Chairwoman,
NZ Abortion Supervisory Committee, 1994-2001
Sunday-Star Times, 28 April 1996
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Society Report

Charities Commission

It is with deep regret that we note the passing of
the late Brother Lawrence Cole SM, on 24th May
2009, in his 79th year. He was born in Dunedin in
1929. He entered the Marist Novitiate House at
Highden in 1962 and made his final profession of
vows on 19 March, 1964. Br Lawrence was a loyal
and esteemed member of the Society of Mary. Br
Lawrence was also a highly respected and a long
- term dedicated member of our Society and a
valued member of the executive, he will be sadly
missed, RIP.
It is also with deep regret that we note the passing
of Jennifer Malcolm in her 62nd year after a long
illness born with great patience. She was the much
loved wife of David Malcolm a loyal and generous
member of our society’s executive.

Right to Life made an application to the Charities
Commission in June 2008 for registration as a
charitable entity. Acceptance of our application
would have enabled members and donors of donations to our society to claim for a tax rebate.
In February 2009 the Commission advised our
Society that the aims and objectives of our society
laid down in our constitution disqualified us from
being a registered charity. To qualify for approval
as a registered charity it is necessary to meet one
of the following criteria, relieves poverty, advances
education, advances religion or lastly benefits the
community in another way.
The objectives of our Society require us to be an
advocate for increased legal protection for unborn
children and to uphold the right to life of every
person from conception to natural death. We are
thus seen as a political lobby group that does not
meet the requirements of the Charities Act 2005.
The executive of our Society in being faithful to
the unborn child and the defence of life was not
prepared to seek changes to our constitutional
aims and objectives to meet the requirements
of the Charities Act. Our Society is confident that
members and supporters will continue to provide
generous financial support for the works of the
Society.

Membership
The executive of Right to Life wishes to express its
gratitude to those members who have paid their
annual subscriptions for membership. Right to Life
also welcomes new members who wish to support
the work of our society in defending the right to
life of our unborn children and in promoting a
culture of life. Application for membership may be
made by completing the application form located
on page 2. Right to Life depends on the payment
of membership subscriptions and donations, this
is our sole source of income.

Right to Life Website
Readers are invited to visit our Society’s excellent
website, www.righttolife.org.nz to view our latest
media releases, articles, newsletters and the latest
news on life issues.

Newletter by Email @
Members are invited to receive our Society’s newsletter by email if this was preferable to receiving a
hard copy through the mail. This would constitute
a financial saving for the Society in printing and
postage. Should you wish to receive the newsletter
by email, please forward your request to admin@
righttolife.org

Public Meeting
You are invited to a public meeting
to hear Alison Davis,
National Co-ordinator for the UK organisation;
“No Less Human”
and Brendan Malone of FLI
to address the issues of
Euthanasia and Human Dignity
Monday 12 October 2009, at 7: 30 PM,
Shirley Community Centre, cnr Slater St / Shirley Rd.
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to hear and meet Alison
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Court of Appeal
On the 12 May 2009, The hearing before three justices was convened to hear arguments from the Crown
in support of their appeal against a number of issues contained in the High Court judgment of Justice
Miller, delivered in June 2008. Right to Life had also cross appealed on the issues of the legal status of
unborn children and the independence of abortion counselling. The justices declared that they declined
jurisdiction to hear the appeals on the grounds that the High Court had not dealt with the issue of
declaratory orders. This should be seen as a procedural issue and not a rebuff of the appeals or a defeat
for Right to Life. The Court of Appeal made it clear that once the High Court had resolved the issue of
declaratory orders that they would be prepared to hear the appeals.

Legal Status of the Unborn Child as a Human
Being Endowed with a Right to Life
The following are several important statements on the status of unborn children
in New Zealand made by Justice Miller in his June 08 judgment.
“The rule according human rights only at birth is founded on convenience
rather than medical or moral grounds.”
“A legal right to life would be incongruous in such a law, for it would
treat the unborn child as a separate legal person, possessing a status
fundamentally incompatible with induced abortion, Far from modifying
the born alive rule, the abortion law rests on it.”
This is the human rights issue of our era. It was the denial of the personhood of the
Negro that gave us slavery, it was the denial of the person hood of Jews that gave
us the Nazi holocaust and it is the denial of the personhood of unborn children
that has caused the abortion holocaust. The Royal Commission in 1977 stated in its report to Parliament
that if the unborn child did not have legal status as a human being then nothing would stop women from
having an abortion if that was their wish. Right to Life is totally committed to achieving legal recognition
of the inborn child as a human being endowed by its Creator with human rights, the foundation right
being an inalienable right to life.

Abortion Supervisory Committee
Right to Life wrote to the Committee on the 12th July 2009, submitting that
women should be given in writing, the information that the “abortion procedure
will terminate the life of a whole, separate, unique, living human being.” The
State of South Dakota in the United States has passed a law that makes this
requirement mandatory. Our society believes that women cannot be fully
informed unless this information is provided. The Committee replied on 16th
July, advising that providing this information to women considering an abortion
was not a requirement of the Contraception Sterilisation and Abortion Act 1977.
We have now made a further submission to the committee requesting that the
information be given verbally. It is unacceptable that women should be told in
counselling that the unborn child is not a child or a human being, but “a group of cells, a potential
human being,” or the “contents of the uterus.”
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Abortion Supervisory Committee
in Denial about Unlawful Abortions
The Abortion Supervisory Committee on the 21st May wrote to the estimated 200 certifying consultants
in New Zealand who are appointed to authorise abortions. In that letter the chairperson wrote;
You may be aware that in the context of the Court of Appeal’s decision,
interest groups on both sides of the abortion debate
have made statements to the effect that abortions
are available in New Zealand “on demand”, or that
“if a woman wishes to have an abortion she will be
able to get one.”
The Committee believes those comments to be incorrect
and unfounded. It is confident that certifying
consultants have been and are continuing to act in
good faith and to apply the law as it is contained in
the Crimes Act and the Contraception, Sterilisation,
and Abortion Act.
The Committee wishes to ensure that certifying
consultants continue to perform their work as they have done and do at present,
and to remind you that the litigation brought by Right to Life is directed
towards the role and actions of the Committee. The litigation does not in any
way alter your obligations as certifying consultants under the legislation,
or your obligations to your patients as a medical practitioner.
This letter was presented to the High Court in evidence by Right to Life. It is abundantly clear that the
Committee refuses to accept the judgment of the High Court, that there is serious reasons to doubt the
lawfulness of many abortions in New Zealand. This should be a matter of grave concern for Parliament
and the people of New Zealand.

Abortion Standards Committee
The Committee in 2008 set up a Standards Advisory
Committee to provide the Committee with a set of
best practice standards and guidelines for services
and facilities provided by institutions licensed to
perform abortions. This was a Committee appointed
under legislation and paid for their services by the
taxpayer. We believed that the public had a right to
know who the members were and what were their
qualifications. On the 4th August 2008 our Society
wrote to the ASC requesting under the Official Information Act, the names and qualifications of the members appointed to the Standards Committee. The
ASC replied on 4th September 2008 and refused to
provide the information on the grounds that it wished
to protect the members of the Standards Committee
from “improper pressure or harassment.” The ASC

divulged that a condition of the members appointed
to the Standards Committee was that their identity
would be kept secret. A complaint against the ASC for
withholding the important information was then laid
with the Ombudsman. Our society advised the Ombudsman that we deplored improper pressure and
harassment of those persons involved in the abortion industry. The Ombudsman declined to uphold
our complaint and advised that the members of the
Standards Committee had all resigned. Our Society
subsequently learned under the Official Information
Act that all the members of the Standards Committee
had resigned together when it was learnt that Right
to Life was seeking to be informed of their names.
The duties of the now defunct Standards Committee
have now been given to one appointed person.

If you think abortion is murder, then act like it
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Abortion an Essential and
Core Health Service?
Abortion is classified by the government as a core health service, it is deemed by government to be
necessary for the preservation of the life and the protection of the health of the mother. They believe it
should be accessible to all, with unlimited funding and with no waiting list. The classification of abortion
as a core health service is challenged. Right to Life recently wrote to the Minister of Health, Tony Ryall
and to every Member of Parliament to express concern at taxpayers being required to pay for abortions
in New Zealand.

Abortion is not a Genuine Health Service
The killing of an unborn child in the womb of its mother is not an authentic health service that
protects life and promotes health. It is part of a culture of death that has no place in the public
health service. Abortion not only destroys the life of an innocent and defenceless unborn child it
also endangers the spiritual, physical, and psychological health of the mother. In any year, 98%
of abortions are authorised on the grounds that the continued life of the unborn child is a serious
threat to the mental health of the mother. Professor David Fergusson, in the Canterbury Health and
Development Study in 2005 found that 42 per cent of women in that study who had an abortion
had experienced major depression at some stage during the previous four years. This was nearly
double the rate of those who had not been pregnant and 35 per cent more than those who had
chosen to continue a pregnancy. “Those having an abortion had elevated rates of subsequent
mental health problems, including, anxiety, suicidal behaviours and substance use disorders.”
It is clear that while abortions are being done under the guise of protecting a woman’s mental
health, it is in fact the cause of mental ill health. Professor Fergusson stated, “Our study is strongly
suggestive of a link between abortion and developing mental illness.” There is no evidence that
abortion provides any mental health benefits to women even in cases of unplanned pregnancy.
Readers are encouraged to support our Society’s campaign by writing to their local MPs to express
their concern at this imposition on the taxpayer.
continued on page 7

Abortion Kills
a Human Being
Right to Life, in July 2008 wrote to the Abortion Supervisory
Committee and requested that the Committee give consideration to
ensuring that all women considering an abortion be given in writing
the information that the abortion procedure “ will terminate the
life of a whole, separate, unique, living human being.” In 2008 the
United States state of South Dakota passed a law requiring that this
information be given to all women by abortion providers. We drew
the Committee’s attention to a recent important judicial decision in
the United States. On the 27 June the United States Court of Appeals
for the Eighth Circuit, in a 7 to 4 decision, allowed the State of South
Dakota to begin enforcing a state law that requires abortion providers to tell women, in writing, that the
abortion procedure “will terminate the life of a whole, separate, unique, living human being.”
In the Court’s judgment the majority found that Planned Parenthood had submitted no evidence that
this statement was false, misleading or irrelevant.
In Planned Parenthood v Rounds, the Court vacated a temporary injunction that had been issued by the
trial court, which blocked the law from going into effect. Planned Parenthood had argued that abortion
continued on page 7
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Abortion an Essential and Core Health Service? continued from page 6

Abortion should not be Funded by the State
In 2008, there were 17,940 abortions reported, 6,628, that is 37 per cent of these were repeat abortions,
For 4,469 women it was their second abortion, for 1,490 women it was their third abortion, for 461 women
it was their fourth abortion, for 143 women it was their fifth and 65 were having their sixth or more abortion.
Why should the State be required to pay for these abortions authorised for social reasons masquerading as
mental health? Abortions in public hospitals cost on average of $1100, that is a total cost in excess of $19
million and this excludes the more than $5 million in fees paid to certifying consultants in 2007 for authorising
abortions. This money should and could be used for genuine medical procedures, for example, it would
provide for the funding of an additional 653 hip operations. The pro-abortion, Allan Guttamacher Institute, in
the United States estimates, that if State funding for abortions were withdrawn it would result in a reduction
of a third of abortions performed. It is scandalous that the taxpayer should be required to pay for the killing
of our nation’s unborn children. By requiring taxpayers to pay for abortions the government is making us all
complicit in this great evil. We are thus all compelled
to have the blood of the innocent on our hands, this is
“The statistics surrounding this
an intolerable burden on the conscience of the nation.
controversial issue are astounding,
The government should in the interest of the lives of
and I am very much in support of your
unborn children; our future citizens and the health of
objections.”
women, cease promoting a culture of death by funding
Hon. Bill English
abortion as a State funded core health service.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance
Right to Life on the 10th July wrote to all the Members
of Parliament to express our Society’s concern about
the continued funding of abortions as a core health service. A total of 34 MP’s have responded expressing
appreciation at being kept informed. The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, the Hon Bill English
replied on the 31st July and stated that “the statistics surrounding this controversial issue are astounding,
and I am very much in support of your objections.”The Minister of Health, the Hon Tony Ryall replied on the
6th August and stated, “the government has a responsibility to ensure that appropriate and safe abortion
services are provided. As part of the requirements for gynaecology services, the Service Coverage Schedule
for district health boards includes pregnancy termination services for those women eligible under the relevant
legislation.” He also stated that, “I am advised that scientific opinion varies about whether a link between
abortion and subsequent mental health problems has been clearly established.” Members are encouraged to
write to the Minister of Health to express their concerns about taxpayers being required to pay for abortions
as a core health service.
Abortion Kills a Human Being continued from page 6

does not kill a separate human being and that to force doctors to provide this information to women
seeking an abortion violated their rights to free speech.
The informed consent law is designed to guard against the negligence and misrepresentations by
providers, since many women would not obtain abortions if properly informed. Matthew D Staver, Dean
of Liberty University School stated that “Planned Parenthood is founded on a lie and it seeks to deceive
women into thinking that abortion is good for them and that it does not involve a separate human being.
When the truth is known, very few women will choose to kill their children.”
In New Zealand there is no mention of the unborn child in the Counselling guidelines issued by the
Committee. Women receiving abortion counselling are frequently told that the unborn child is not a human
being, but a group of cells and a potential human being or the contents of the uterus. It is imperative
that women are told the truth about the humanity of their unborn child. Women have a legal right to
be fully informed. The Committee responded by advising that our submission had been referred to the
Abortion Standards Committee, now abandoned. On the 16th June we wrote again to the Committee and
sought a response in view of the Standards Committee having resigned. On the 16th July the Committee
responded and stated, “The CS & A Act 1977 does not contain such a requirement. The ASC does not
propose to consider the introduction of such a policy, which it does not consider to be consistent with
its functions under the Act.”
As the Committee is responsible for setting standards for abortion counselling and provides counsellors
with the Committee’s “Guidelines for Counselling” we consider that the Committee has a legal duty to
ensure the requested statement is provided, if not in writing then verbally.A further submission on this
very important issue was sent to the Committee on 14 August.
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Abortion Statistics - 2008
In June 2009, Statistics New Zealand released some of the abortion
statistics for 2008. The key points were as follows.
17,940 abortions were performed in New Zealand in 2008, down
from 18,380 in 2007 and the peak of 18,510 in 2003.
The general abortion rate was 19.7 abortions per 1000 women
aged 16-44 years in 2008, down from 20.1 per 1000 in 2007 and
lower than the peak rate of 20.8 abortions in 2003.
Women aged 20-24 years had the highest abortion rate [37
abortions per 1000 women aged 20-24 years] in 2008.
The median age for women having an abortion was 24.3 years on
2008.
In 2008 most abortions [63 percent] were a women’s first abortion.
The abortion ratio averaged 220 abortions per 1,000 known pregnancies in both 2007 and 2008 down from
250 per 1,000 in 2003. Known pregnancies include live births, stillbirths and abortions combined.
In 2008, 63 percent of abortions were a women’s first abortion, compared with 69 percent of women having
an abortion in 1998. Twelve percent of women having an abortion in 2008 had had two or more previous
abortions, compared with 8 percent in 1998. Further information sought from Statistics New Zealand revealed
that in 2008, 4469 women were having their second abortion, 1490 there third, 461 their forth,143 their fifth,
forty their sixth, 20 their seventh and 5 women were having their seventh or more abortions
In 2008, 46 percent of abortions were performed in the ninth week of gestation or earlier, compared with
31 percent in 2003. About 20 percent were performed in the tenth week of gestation, a similar proportion
to five years ago. Further information was sought and obtained from Statistics New Zealand which had been
withheld by the Abortion Supervisory Committee in their 2008 report to Parliament. It was revealed that there
were 75 abortions performed at post 20 weeks, with 15 of these being at 25 weeks and over.
A threat to mental health were the grounds for authorising 99 percent of abortions in 2008. A diagnosis of a
serious handicapped child were the grounds for authorising 142 abortions
in 2008.
Mr Gordon Copeland, former Member of Parliament and leading member
of the Kiwi Party has carefully analysed the abortion statistics which
reveals;
(a) The number of abortions in NZ in 2008 was down on the number in
2007.
(b) The number of babies born in NZ in each of 2007, 2008 & 2006 was
up on the number in the year before.
(c) The number of abortions per 1,000 live births has dropped every year
since 2003. In 2003 there were 327 abortions for every 1,000 live births.
By 2008 this had dropped to 279 abortions for every 1,000 live births.
(d) Had the rate of abortion per 1,000 live births, which applied in 2003,
continued in 2008 the number of abortions in 2008 would have been
21,039 rather than the actual figure of 17,940; a decrease of 3,099. Put
another way; had the rate of abortion per 1,000 live births been at the 2003
level in 2008, the number of live births would have been 61,241, instead
of the 64,340 that were actually born.

“The purpose of civil government is to protect life,
abandon that and you have abandoned all.”

Thomas Jefferson
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Family Planning Seeks Licence
to Kill Unborn Children
On March 11 the New Zealand Family Planning
abortions. Justice Miller in the Judicial Review of the
Association announced in a media release that it
performance of the Abortion Supervisory Committee,
was seeking an abortion licence to perform chemical
stated in his judgment in June 2008, that “there is
abortions up to nine weeks gestation. Right to Life
reason to doubt the lawfulness of many abortions
is opposed to Family Planning being granted a
authorised by certifying consultants.”
licence to terminate the lives of unborn children.
Many doctors employed by Family Planning are
The Association’s pursuit of a licence to kill unborn
certifying consultants.
children is bad news for the unborn and bad news
The Association is an ardent advocate for the
for women. The Association is promoting a culture of
decriminalisation of abortion in New Zealand. The
death, and it should be seen as a peddler of death.
Association believes that unborn children are not
The Family Planning Association plans to provide
endowed with inalienable human rights, that the
medical abortions from its 30 branches in New
killing of an unborn child is not a crime and that
Zealand. Abortions may be performed only in licenced
abortion should be a health matter for a woman
premises. The Contraception Sterilisation and
to choose. The Association is a vocal advocate of
Abortion Act, 1977, Section 20.
a “woman’s right to choose”
Applications for Licences- ACTION - Right to Life is determined to There is no such right; a mother
states that applications may do everything possible to prevent Family does not have a right to kill her
only be made by a hospital Planning obtaining a licence to kill innocent own child. Nobody has a right
or institution. It is our belief and defenceless unborn children and to to kill another person.
that as the Association is an inflict physical and emotional damage on M i f e g y n e , R U 4 8 6 , i s a
incorporated society, it should vulnerable women. We earnestly request controversial, dangerous and
not be considered an institution, that members and supporters write to the lethal drug. It is 98 per cent
for the purposes of this Act. It Minister of Health to request that should he effective in killing unborn
also does not own a hospital.
receive a request for funding from Family children up to 9 weeks gestation.
Right to Life has engaged Planning for performing abortions, that he It is also dangerous for women’s
Queens Counsel. In the decline the request.
health. There have been 12
event that the Abortion
reported deaths in the United
Supervisory Committee issues an abortion
States of women resulting from the use of Mifegyne.
licence to the New Zealand Family Planning
There have also been over 1200 complications
Association, it is the intention of this society
resulting from the use of this dangerous drug, many
to consider initiating proceedings in the High
of the complications were life threatening. The long
Court in Wellington to stop the issuing of a
term effects on women’s health are unknown as trials
licence.
have not been conducted.
Right to Life has written to the Minister of Health,
The Family Planning Association claims in its media
expressing our concern. We have made a submission
release that “safe and accessible abortion services
supporting our society’s request that the Ministry of
are an integral part of good reproductive health.”
Health refuse to provide funding to the Association
They are not, the authentic care of vulnerable
to pay for abortions they might perform.
women and their unborn requires compassionate
Right to Life believes that the Family Planning
care and help that respects the life of the unborn
Association is strongly pro-abortion and unsuitable to
child and protects the wellbeing and physical and
be granted a licence to terminate the lives of unborn
mental health of the mother. Right to Life wrote to
children. The Association is the major abortion
the Abortion Supervisory Committee in March to
referral agency in New Zealand; it supports girls
express concern and opposition to Family Planning
under the age of 16 being able to have an abortion
being granted a licence. The Committee replied in
without the knowledge or consent of parents and
April that an application from Family Planning not
has an employment policy to employ only doctors
yet been received. A letter had also been sent to the
who believe that abortion is for a woman to choose
Minister of Health in April expressing opposition to
in consultation with a doctor of her choice. This
the government providing funding to Family Planning
is abortion on demand which is unlawful in New
should they seek a licence for performing abortions.
Zealand. In the event of the Association being granted
The Hon. Tony Ryall replied in June advising that
a licence to perform abortions, our society would
no application had yet been received from Family
have serious concerns about the lawfulness of these
Planning for funding.
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Ultrasound Scans
The Health Commissioner, Ron Patterson advised our Society on the 22nd
April 2009, that he was upholding our Society’s complaint against the
Waikato District Health Board. The complaint was that the Board believed
that it was a violation of a woman’s rights to offer a woman considering an
abortion when undergoing an ultrasound scan to offer her the opportunity
to view the scan of her baby. If she wished to exercise her rights she would
be required to actually request to view the scan. The Commissioner, in
his decision stated;

Health Commissioner
Ron Patterson

“I have carefully considered the issue that you have
raised. Clearly, a woman undergoing an ultrasound scan has the right to view
her scan. As you have recognized, she also has the right to decide not to
view the scan. In order to exercise this choice, a woman will need to know
that she is able to view the scan. I have written to Waikato DHB reminding
them of Right 6 of the Code, which states that consumers have the right to
the information that a reasonable consumer, in that consumer’s circumstances,
would expect to receive. In my view, this would generally include the information that the woman may view the scan should she wish.”
This is an historic and significant decision concerning the right of a woman considering an abortion to be fully
informed. It is the experience of pregnancy counselling centres in the United States that when women are
shown a scan of their baby, between 62 and 90 percent of woman decide against killing their child and decide
to bring their child to birth. It is standard practice in New Zealand
that all women considering an abortion are required to undergo
an ultrasound scan. Following the Commissioner’s decision Right
to Life wrote to the two radiographers professional organizations
in New Zealand advising them of the Commissioner’s decision
and requesting that they inform their members of the decision. A
letter was also sent to the Minister of Health, Tony Ryall requesting
that the Commissioner’s decision be promulgated to all of the
21 District Health Boards in New Zealand. We also requested that
consideration be given to having the consent form for abortions
amended with the inclusion of the question, “Were you offered
the opportunity of viewing an ultrasound scan of your baby.” The
Minister advised that as the Commissioner’s decision was well publicized in the media, he did not consider it
necessary to advise DHB’s. The issue of any amendment to the consent form was one that should be raised
with the ASC. A letter was sent to the ASC requesting that they consider an amendment to the consent form.
The Committee replied on the 6th August advising that it was outside their scope and that they would not take
any action on the proposal. A letter was also sent to the 21 DHB’s in New Zealand drawing their attention to
the Commissioner’s decision and requesting that they consider amending their consent form for abortions.
Thirteen DHB’s replied, eleven DHB’s confirmed that they were following the correct protocol and that there
was no need to change, they were not prepared to amend their abortion consent form. The Hawkes Bay DHB
advised that they had previously amended their consent form to include the question that we had recommended. The Otago DHB advised that their “multi disciplinary termination of pregnancy team” had discussed
our society’s letter and agreed that our suggested amendment would be useful. The administration is now
considering implementing the change. Right to Life is confident that if all women considering an abortion are
offered the opportunity of viewing a scan of their baby that many women will choose life for their baby. Right
to Life is committed to continue to work towards having all DHB’s amend their abortion consent forms.

“Before I formed you, I knew you; and before you
were born I sanctified you”
Jeremiah 1.
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News in Brief
Dr Margaret Sparrow Honoured
Dr Margaret Sparrow, the National President of the Abortion Law Reform
Association, previously a vice President of the Family Planning Association and
abortionist and director of the Parkview Abortion facility was knighted on the
14th August 2009, by the Governor General, for services to women

Embryonic Stem Cell Research
The Minister of Health, Tony Ryall, recently advised our Society that he had
not yet made a decision on the recommendation of the Advisory Committee
on Assisted Reproductive Technology [ACART]. The recommendation was that
the Minister authorise the use of so called “spare embryos” stored and frozen
in IVF clinics in New Zealand for research and destruction. Right to Life has
previously written to every Member of Parliament and the Minister of Health
expressing our concern and opposition to the proposed unethical research.
Urgent Action Right to Life requests that members, supporters and Churches express their concern
on this very important life issue concerning respect for the right to life of the human embruo by writing
to the Minister of Health respectfully asking him to decline the recommendation of ACART to permit the
use of human embryos for research and destruction. The address is the Minister of Health, Tony Ryall,
Parliament Building, Wellington, no stamp required.

Right to Life Advertising – Greens Complaint
Our appeal to the Advertising Standards Appeal Board against the decision of the Advertising Standards
Authority that we had misrepresented the Greens position on marriage in an advertisement in the
Christchurch Press prior to the last election was rejected on the grounds that the new evidence presented
by our Society was not new. The evidence was transcripts of Hansard of speeches given in Parliament
by members of the Greens party clearly stating that the Greens supported same sex marriage. Right to
Life contends that the decision of the Appeal Board was manifestly unjust.

International Planned Parenthood Federation [IPPF]
It is disappointing that the New Zealand government continues to provide funding to the IPPF. This
organization promotes the killing of unborn children, comprehensive sex education and provides
contraceptives around the world. In 2008 our government shamefully gave $2 million to IPPF. The New
Zealand Family Planning Association, a loyal affiliate to IPPF received from its parent body, $71, 062.

“Hence the reference which we as Christians
ought to show to human beings at every stage
of existence. That is why we cannot regard
unborn children as less members of the human
family…”

Rowan Williams,
Archbishop of Canterbury.
15 December 2008
Christmas greeting to Anglicans.
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Pregnant
Need to talk?
PH (03) 338 3057
OR 0800 773 462

Call us - we care!
24 hours a day
7 days a week
We can help you consider your
options. A free and confidential
service, by telephone or face-to-face.
Advocacy and support with adoption.

www.pregnancy-cs.org.nz

Text 2TXTPCS 021-2898-727
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Billings Method of
Natural Fertility Regulation
99% effective if understood
and followed according to the
science of the method
Successful in achieving
pregnancy
and avoiding IVF
Professional tuition available
Phone 351-3227

PRAYER
changes hearts
WEEKDAY VIGILS
Mon Wed Fri 6.30 - 7.30am
Friday 4.30 - 5.00pm
Christmas Day 6.30 - 7.30am
Outside Lyndhurst
ALL WELCOME

MISSIONARIES FOR LIFE
Caring women and men are required for peaceful
approach to women entering Lyndhurst. To pray,
hand out information to women considering
abortion or train as sidewalk counsellors. This
ministry does save mothers and babies from
abortion.
If you could spare one hour a week or less
frequently please contact:
Maria or Sandra 351-3225

Join us at LYNDHURST
for an ecumenical
PRAYER

VIGIL

Sunday 29th November 2pm

Organised by independent prayer group

CHARITABLE
TRUST

When a woman loses her unborn
child through abortion she suffers a
deep wound... The effects of abortion
can alter a woman’s view of herself,
her experience of womanhood,
maternity, her present and future
relationships, her world view.
P.A.T.H.S. offers trained
support for those hurting from
a recent or past abortion.

Ph: (03) 379 7710
For more information or to send
donations please write to:
Carolina Gnad
P.A.T.H.S. Co-ordinator
PO Box 1557, ChCh

ROSARY PRAYED

PRAYER VIGIL
FAMILY LIFE
INTERNATIONAL
Promoting the
sanctity of life
and the dignity of the
family through
worldwide research,
education and
service

Learn how to help rebuild
the Culture of Life

Ph 09-279-2413
(Auckland) or

Ph 03-351-3225
(Christchurch)
email: life@fli.org.nz

Join us at

St Mary’s Church
Manchester Street

Date and time
to be announced

CELEBRATE THE GIFT OF LIFE
and make reparation for abortion,
pray for the conversion of hearts
and the spiritual healing of women
through prayer
ORGANISED BY FAMILY LIFE INTERNATIONAL

If unclaimed within 14 days please return to Right to Life, New Zealand Inc., P.O. Box 668, Christchurch 8140
Defending Life from Conception to Natural Death

